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What About … Creation and Evolution?
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! Grace to you and peace from God our
Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ! Amen!
The following article is another from the “What About” series by Dr. A. L. Barry,
President, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, ©2001. The entire series can
be found at https://steadfastlutherans.org/whatabout/
Evolution: fact or theory? Many people assume it is simply a fact. Christians who by faith
accept the truth of God’s Word about Creation, as it is recorded for us in Genesis and
elsewhere in the Scriptures, sometimes wonder how they can help others consider the
possibility that there is a Creator. The purpose of this pamphlet is to provide a starting point
from which to evaluate the claims made by advocates of Evolution.
What is the point of Evolution?
In 1859, Charles Darwin, in his book, On The Origin of Species, proposed a theory that the
various species of animals resulted from a process of “natural selection,” with the “favored
races” being preserved in the “struggle for life.” Is this merely a scientific theory, or is there
more?
“Darwin was fully aware that his idea was a frontal assault on the very notion of an intelligent
Designer behind the world. In fact, he might very well have formulated it precisely for that
purpose. The idea of a spiritual realm apart from matter seems to have been anathema to him
as a young man already. The primary inspiration for his theory of natural selection did not
come from observation of nature. Perhaps not incidentally, his writings also reveal glimpses of
specific antipathy to the God of the Bible, especially concerning His right to judge unbelievers
in eternity.” (Wieland).

(continued on page 9)
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The combined
youth classes had a
Christmas party on
December 19
before taking a
break until January
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Nativities!

Graham Cracker

We enjoyed decorating our Sunday School
Christmas tree each week in December, and
continued learning about God Creating a World
and a Kingdom to finish up Unit 1 in January!

Unit 2
God Redeems His People
Unit 2 starts Sunday, January 24. Join us as we continue the Enduring
Faith curriculum synchronized between all the Sunday School classes.
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Focus on Stewardship
The season of Epiphany focuses on how God
was made manifest in the flesh of Jesus. The
church spends time hearing of the miracles,
signs, and wonders of Jesus in the world. And
this made plain to all that Jesus really is who
He said He was. He is the Second Person of
the Holy Trinity, the only begotten Son of the
Father, in the flesh. For “the Word became
flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).
It is revealed for all the world to see that Jesus
is God in the flesh. It is made manifest by His
words and His work, by what He said and by
what He did. And these belong together, for
“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.”
Jesus is the Word and will of God in the flesh,
that is, He is the walking, talking enactment of
God’s Word.
It is no different for us. We are called not just
to believe in God in hearts but also to trust in
God in word and deed. As James wrote: “But
be doers of the word, and not hearers only,
deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22), and again,
“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? … So
also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is
dead. … Show me your faith apart from your
works, and I will show you my faith by my
works. … For as the body apart from the spirit
is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead”
(James 2:14, 17–18, 26).
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Our faith is lived out in works for our neighbor.
Our trust in the Word and will of God is lived
out not in word only but also in deed and in
truth. In other words, the Epiphany of the Lord
creates in us an epiphany of our faith in our
works of obedience to God who commanded
them. By this, our faith is made manifest to the
world. It is, as Luther wrote of faith:
Faith is a divine work in us. It changes us
and makes us to be born anew of God
(John 1). It kills the old Adam and makes
altogether different people, in heart and
spirit and mind and powers, and it brings
with it the Holy Spirit.
Oh, it is a living, busy, active, mighty
thing, this faith. And so it is impossible for
it not to do good works incessantly. It
does not ask whether there are good
works to do, but before the question rises,
it has already done them, and is always at
the doing of them.
He who does not these works is a faithless
man. He gropes and looks about after faith
and good works and knows neither what
faith is nor what good works are, though
he talks and talks, with many words about
faith and good works.
Faith is a living, daring confidence in God’s
grace, so sure and certain that a man
would stake his life on it a thousand times.
This confidence in God’s grace and
knowledge of it makes men glad and bold
and happy in dealing with God and all His
creatures. And this is the work of the Holy
Spirit in faith.

(continued on page 5)

Stewardship . . .
(continued from page 4)
Hence a man is ready and glad, without
compulsion, to do good to everyone, to
serve everyone, to suffer everything, in
love and praise to God, who has shown
him this grace.
And thus it is impossible to separate works
from faith, quite as impossible as to
separate burning and shining from fire.
Beware, therefore, of your own false
notions and of the idle talkers, who would
be wise enough to make decisions about
faith and good works, and yet are the
greatest fools. (Preface to the Book of
Romans)
So, then, let our faith be active by God’s power
in the Word through the Holy Spirit. And let
then our faith be made manifest to the world
by what this faith does: serving our neighbor –
in church, in the family, and society – with the
works of faith in time, talents, and treasures.
[Stewardship newsletter insert for February 2022, from
the LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/dl/f/2B23B8544E23-4B2F-B5D6-A90E9BA5298F]

Will be held on
Sunday, February 13,
immediately following
Divine Service. Bring
your list of favorites!

2022-2023 registration will begin in February.
All current students and siblings will be placed
in the available programs, then new registrants
will be placed in available classroom openings,
and, finally, a waiting list for program
availability will be created as needed. Contact
Connie Meave, Admissions Director, at the
school office (713) 861-8787.

Individuals and groups are encouraged to
volunteer to provide a meal before each
midweek Lent service March 9-April 6. Contact
the Church Office to volunteer. ECE will serve
the meal Ash Wednesday, March 2.
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Editor…………….….………..Barbara Szalkowski
Contributors………….……………Dr. A. L. Barry
…..…Rev. Joel & Deaconess Clarion Fritsche
…………………………………………..Vivian Garcia
………………………………..Pastor Richard Gaub
………………………………….Stephen Hernandez
……………………………………Winnie McNamara
………………………………………….Connie Meave
…………………………………………..Jessie Nelson
……………………………………………..Lauren Neu
…………………………..Rev. Gerald & Heidi Paul
……………………………………………..Mike Rivera
Graphic Design………...…Matthew Szalkowski
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Mission Report
The Fritsche Family:
A La Republica Dominicana
[Excerpts from December 2021 newsletter. Read the
entire issue is online athttps://tinyurl.com/3xztysrw]

Just before Christmas, we were able to
celebrate the fruits of continued evangelistic
work in Pueblo Nuevo as well as new
evangelistic efforts in a nearby community
called Cien Fuegos. We have been wanting to
start work in Cien Fuegos for some time now
and the Lord just so happened to open up
some doors for us within the last three months
for regular activity there.
This academic year, fourth year seminarian
Rafael Flores is serving Pueblo Nuevo, with a
special emphasis on establishing the new site
in Cien Fuegos. Rafael is from Venezuela, but
immigrated to Chile a few years ago. Recently
Rafael and Pastor Ted Krey reconnected with a
Venezuelan who they knew back when Rafael
was a boy and Pastor Krey was a missionary in
Venezuela. Victor Reyes had been confirmed
years before in the Lutheran Church in
Venezuela, but had not been active since
moving to the Dominican several years ago
with his family. Upon reconnecting with Rafael
and Pastor Krey, Victor took a few refresher
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sessions of catechism and was received at
Pueblo Nuevo by reaffirmation of faith. His
young daughter Valeria was also baptized that
same Sunday. And guess what? Victor works
as a coach for youth at a school in Cien Fuegos
and has invited our team to weekly volleyball
practice with 60 youth where we have
opportunity to share the Gospel. Sem. Rafael
and Sem. Josué Ventura (both Venezuelans)
go once a week and our whole Pueblo Nuevo
team joins them once a month for support. It’s
amazing how the Lord brings people together
and opens doors for new opportunities to bring
the Gospel to new people. This is another
great example of how our seminarians are
being formed as evangelists to plant new
Lutheran churches where they will serve.

Deaconess Happenings
Christmas begins early here with lights going
up in October! There is decorating of the
church to plan, Sunday school lessons and
songs to work on, Seminary wives gift
exchange and tree decorating, a women’s
Christmas bible study and party at the church,
and the Christmas meal at church to organize.
In October we restarted our in person Saturday
Bible school. It has been so much fun to
decorate the tree with the children and work
with them on the Christmas story and the
singing of O Come Little Children in Spanish.
This growth is the result of great effort by the
deaconess students to walk the neighborhood
greeting families and telling them about our
Bible school. We even have four or five
children who come to church on their own who
are interested in catechesis.

(continued on page 7)

Fritsche Report . . .
(continued from page 6)

Deaconesses Clarion leads the Sunday school children in
a song for our Christmas service

Seminary Updates
On December 18 we wrapped up the first
semester of classes of our fifth academic year.
Once again I taught Hebrew I. I had only two
students this year for the class, as most of the
students took Hebrew two years ago. We
usually get off to a slow start as this is the first
time students have worked with another
language, especially one as different as
Hebrew. They also have to get a handle of the
grammar of their own language. In addition to
Hebrew, I taught Hebrew Readings, which all
students take. It is a weekly study of the Old
Testament reading two Sundays ahead. This
helps them keep up their Hebrew and get
preaching ideas.
At our opening service we dedicated our new
multi use basketball/volleyball and soccer
court. By the end of the semester it has seen a
lot of action. It has provided a great area for
student activities and for them to mix with
missionaries and members of the community
for extra curricular activities.

Family Updates
Things continue to move quickly for us. Viktor
is now into his second trimester of his senior
year with Wittenberg Academy and really has
enjoyed having Max home and time with
missionary friends. Max continues to do well
and enjoy his time at St. Pauls and has had a
blast here in the D.R. during Christmas break.
Andrei is doing well with his transition to
Wittenberg Academy. His first trimester went
well and he has had a great start to the
second. We are also thankful his growth
hormone treatment is helping him get taller
and taller.
Thank you to all of you for the steadfast
support you offer us! Your partnership in the
Gospel is critical to what we do on a daily
basis. Thank you for allowing us to be your
hands and feet on the mission field in the DR
and beyond.

~Pastor Joel and Deaconess Clarion Fritsche

Fritsche Mission Support
Send a tax-deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod Mission
Central P.O. Box 66861 OR 40718 Highway
E16 St. Louis, MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA
51034
Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks “Support
of Joel and Clarion Fritsche.”
Gifts can also be given securely online through
the LCMS website, on the online giving page at
http://www.lcms.org/fritsche.
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Mission Report
Cayman Islands
Rev. Dr. Gerald
and Heidi Paul
[Excerpt from the January 2022 newsletter, to see the
entire issue see https://tinyurl.com/2p8e6cym]

talented Burns family from Texas, who are
planning to move here permanently in June.
Their rendition of “Mary did you know” was
beautiful! After the service we were glad to
not need to break everything down and
transport back to the house – we could
simply leave it all there till the next day, the
First Sunday after Christmas!
We hosted our first Christmas open house
the Sunday before Christmas. We were
delighted to have many come and enjoy the
snacks and fellowship. Many enjoyed taking
a tour through the new home. Our two
daughters, Angelika and Emma, were able to
spend their Christmas break with us.

After the island’s total lockdown had finally
been lifted and regulations relaxed, Safe
Harbour once again was able to offer a
Christmas Eve service on the beach at
Sunset Cove - an ideal location surrounded
by beachfront apartments where many
people were able to walk up and join us or
listen from their balconies. We handed out
bulletins and little finger lights so participants
could read and sing along. The Old Testament
prophecies for the coming Messiah and then
Gospel fulfilments interspersed meaningful
carols matching the readings. Some chickens
came strutting and scratching among us and
thankfully the mosquitoes left us in peace to
bring praise to the newborn King!
The next morning, we “set up church” for the
Christmas Day celebration of the Nativity of
our Lord, at our usual Sunday morning place
of worship at the Chamber of Commerce.
We were treated to live music by the very
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We held the service of Evening Prayer at
our home to give thanks for God’s guidance
through 2021 and ask for His protection in
2022. Not many attended since it had never
been done before, but it was a good start.
We thank YOU for all of YOUR support, prayers
and encouragement.

~Rev. Gerald and Heidi Paul

Paul Mission Support
Send a tax-deductible gift to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod Mission Central P.O.
Box 66861 OR 40718 Highway E16 St. Louis,
MO 63166-6861 Mapleton, IA 51034
Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod and marked
“Support of Gerald Paul.”
Gifts can also be given securely online
through the LCMS website, on the online
giving page http://www.lcms.org/gerald.paul.

Creation & Evolution . . .
(continued from page 1)
What challenge to Darwin is found in the
details of life?
Evolutionary theory proposes that life forms
start out at a very simple level and then, by
natural selection, eventually become more and
more complex as changes occur. However,
biochemical and molecular biological research
continues to gather convincing evidence that
the living cell is totally useless unless, and
until, it reaches its final form, and then, having
reached that form, any change at all actually
destroys, not enhances, its function. Darwin’s
greatest challenge comes from the question of
how the individual cell developed. Scientists
studying this issue have described the living
cell as “irreducibly complex.”
More and more scientists are reaching the
conclusion that living organisms, even the most
“simple,” show clear evidence of a creator
because of their incredible complexity at even
the most fundamental levels. The scientific
literature is strangely silent when it comes to
the question of how these molecular
structures, the basis of life, developed. How
could all this have evolved?
Has science accepted Intelligent Design?
Proponents of Intelligent Design have made
great headway in recent years. Their findings
have added muscle to the long-held Creationist
arguments on the Second Law of
Thermodynamics, which, simply put, says that
the way of all things, both living and nonliving, is to go from a state of order to various
states of increasing disorder, not the other way
around.

Other arguments being put forward are based
on dubious dating-methods used by
evolutionists, and on the fossil record — the
latter still showing no conclusive transitional
stages in types or kinds (one would think every
fossil would show a transitional stage).
Together, these evidences, along with many
others, form a convincing case for the idea of
Creation and Intelligent Design.
What stands in the way of Intelligent
Design?
Evolutionists appear unwilling to address the
findings of biochemistry and other related
fields. They are quick to say they are
defending science, yet when confronted by an
Intelligent Design paradigm that explains the
data better than their own (such as on the
human eye, a bird’s wing or the processes of
blood-clotting), they offer no scientific defense
at all. Instead, they lash out, ridiculing the
Intelligent Design paradigm as nothing more
than “religious.”
What is happening in the scientific
community?
Those who prefer the Creation and Intelligent
Design explanation for life cannot be
conveniently stereotyped as backward,
ignorant, flat-earth fanatics. To the contrary,
believers in special Creation and Intelligent
Design are discerning, rational people — tens
of millions of them — who, upon weighing the
evidence, have dismissed evolutionary theory
as untenable. And these millions are being
joined by growing numbers of biologists,
geologists, paleontologists, physicists, medical
doctors, mathematicians and other
professionals in the pure and applied sciences.

(continued on page 10)
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Creation & Evolution . . .
(continued from page 9)
A molecular biologist explains that evolutionary
theory has an influence “far removed from
biology” and is one of the “most spectacular
examples in history of how a highly speculative
idea for which there is no really hard scientific
evidence can come to fashion the thinking of a
whole society and dominate the outlook of an
age” (Denton, p. 358).
As one biochemist puts it, “To a person who
does not feel obligated to restrict his search to
unintelligent causes, the straightforward
conclusion is that many biochemical systems
were designed. They were designed not by the
law of nature, not by chance and necessity;
rather, they were planned. Their designer
knew what the systems would look like when
they were completed, then took steps to bring
the systems about. Life on earth at its most
fundamental level, in its most critical
components, is the product of intelligent
activity” (Behe, p. 193).
Is there room for Intelligent Design?
As much compelling evidence as there is for a
young earth and a worldwide hydraulic
cataclysm (the Noahic Flood, which explains
much about our planet’s geology and
paleontology), Intelligent Design, on its own
merits, can be argued effectively without a
single reference to the Scriptures. This natural
knowledge of a Creator is not the same as
advancing a set of specific theological and
doctrinal beliefs about that Creator.
If evolutionists persist in saying that creation
cannot be divorced from religion, then they
themselves must be prepared to admit that
their orthodoxy — that life in all its beauty,
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organization and complexity arose from
random mutations and other Darwinian
speculations — is just as dogmatic, just as
much a religion, really, as what they scorn. If
Creation is theistic, calling for an intelligent,
purposeful Author of Life, then naturalistic
Evolution is atheistic, denying the existence of
that Author and any supernatural acts wrought
by His hand.
For generations, Evolution, with all its
weaknesses and unexplained gaps, has reigned
unchallenged in American public life in our
zoos, science centers, museums and mass
media, and yes, perhaps most clearly in our
schools. The theory of Evolution is simply
handed down as fact. Only now, finally, is
Evolution being contested on its own terms:
objective science.
On the blackboards of America’s public-school
science classrooms, and in the pages and on
the screens of the media, the time has come
for the words “Evolution,” “naturalism” and
“neo-Darwinism” to make room for “Intelligent
Design.” Anything less, based on the evidence,
would be intellectually dishonest.
Can we “baptize” evolutionary theory?
It would be a mistake on our part to think that
simply by presenting the evidence for
Intelligent Design, a person will become a
Christian. Believing that God is our loving
heavenly Father who created the heavens and
the earth is an article of faith. Believing that
there is an intelligent designer is a far cry from
believing that we are sinful human beings in
need of a Savior and then trusting in the Son
of God, Jesus Christ, who is our Savior from
sin, death and the power of Satan.

(continued on page 11)

Creation & Evolution . . .
(continued from page 10)
Such a living hope is a gift of God, given by the
Holy Spirit. It is not a matter of scientific study
or analysis. Faith is as miraculous an event in
our life as is God’s work of Creation in the
world. In fact, it is no accident that those who
are in Christ are called “new creations”
(2 Cor. 5:17).
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod believes,
teaches and confesses that Adam and Eve
were real historic individuals and that the
Genesis account of Creation is true and factual,
not merely a “myth” or a “story” made up to
explain the origin of all things.
We would also be making a very serious error
simply to accept the theories of science
without question. Many aspects of evolutionary
theory are directly contradictory to God’s
Word. Evolution cannot be “baptized” to make
it compatible with the Christian faith. Those
who attempt inevitably wind up watering down
the teachings of the Bible. Christians have no
need to fear the findings of science, nor do
they have any reason to give “science” more
credence than they give the Word of God.
As scientists continue to study and explore the
wonders of God’s creation we join the ancient
Psalmist in saying, “I praise you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are
wonderful, I know that full well”
(Psalm 139:14).
For Further Study:
Michael Behe, Darwin’s Black Box: The Biochemical

Challenge to Evolution
(New York: The Free Press, 1996).

William Dembski, Intelligent Design: The Bridge
Between Science and Theology (Downer’s Grove, Ill.:
InterVarsity Press, 1999).
Michael Denton, Evolution: A Theory in Crisis (Chevy
Chase, Md.: Adler & Adler, 1985).
Carl Wieland, “Darwin’s Real Message, Have You Missed
It?” Creation Ex Nihilo (14 (4): 16-19, Sept.-Nov. 1992).

Houston Blessing
[Excerpt from the January 2022 issue of the Texas
Messenger. For the entire article, see page 5 at
https://txlcms.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/
TX_Jan_2022C-2.pdf]

Orphan Grain Train (OGT) is excited to
announce its new location in Houston. We give
thanks to God and to the faithful, servantminded members of Zion, Pasadena, who
unanimously voted to gift an acre of land to
OGT. We are blessed by their gift!
We ask the Lord to continue to bless our
efforts as we move ahead with the building
project. Several Lutheran churches in the
greater Houston area, along with private
donors, have already generously given, or
pledged, a financial gift to our Houston branch,
allowing us to start up operations out of an
OGT shipping container while encouraging us
to pursue a permanent distribution/relief
center. Blessings abound! To learn more about
the ministry of Orphan Grain Train, visit
http://www.ogt.org. For the Houston page,
click “Branch Locations.”
For more information or to offer your help for
the Houston branch, contact Mike Rathje,
branch manager, at (281) 723-4989 or
ogthouston@gmail.com.
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
February 2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

7:00pm Board
Meetings
7:30pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

6 Usher Team #1

7

8

9:00am Divine Service
10:30am Adult Bible
Class/Sunday School

6:15pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

7:30pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

9:00am Divine Service
10:00am Hymn Sing
10:30am Adult Bible
Class/Sunday School

20 Usher Team #3

14

3

Friday

Saturday

4

5

11

12

7:00pm Kantorei Rehearsal
7:45pm Carillon Ringers

9

10

9:00am Facility
Rental (Gym)
7:00pm Kantorei Rehearsal
7:45pm Carillon Ringers

7:00pm Bible Study

13 Usher Team #2

Thursday

15

16

17

18

19
9:00am Facility
Rental (Gym)

6:15pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

21

9:00am Divine Service
10:30am Adult Bible
Class/Sunday School
2:20pm Facility Rental
(Miertschin Hall)

6:15pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

27 Usher Team #1

28

9:00am Divine Service
10:30am Adult Bible
Class/Sunday School

6:15pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

7:30pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

22

7:00pm Kantorei Rehearsal
7:45pm Carillon Ringers

23

24

25

26
9:00am Facility
Rental (Gym)

7:00pm Bible Study

7:30pm Facility
Rental (Gym)

7:00pm Kantorei Rehearsal
7:45pm Carillon Ringers

Sunday
February 6

Sunday
February 13

Sunday
February 20

Sunday
February 27

Elder

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Usher
Team

#1 Larry G.
Gerald O.
Max B.

#2 Steve H.
Lane H.
Robert B.

#3 Ray T.
Cory S.
Joe M.

#1 Larry G.
Gerald O.
Max B.

Media

Melissa T.

Barbara S.

Jackie A.

Melissa T.

Audio

Ray T.

Max B.

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Altar Guild

Vivian G.

Vivian G.

Vivian G.

Vivian G.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.

Ash Wednesday
March 2

Sunday
March 6

Wednesday
March 9

Sunday
March 13

Wednesday
March 16

Elder

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Usher Team

#2 Steve H.
Lane H.
Robert B.

#3 Ray T.
Cory S.
Joe M.

#1 Larry G.
Gerald O.
Max B.

#2 Steve H.
Lane H.
Robert B.

#3 Ray T.
Cory S.
Joe M.

Media

No Media

Barbara S.

No Media

Jackie A.

No Media

Audio

Max B.

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Max B.

Gerald O.

Altar Guild

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Sunday
March 20

Wednesday
March 23

Sunday
March 27

Wednesday
March 30

Elder

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Usher Team

#1 Larry G.
Gerald O.
Max B.

#2 Steve H.
Lane H.
Robert B.

#3 Ray T.
Cory S.
Joe M.

#1 Larry G.
Gerald O.
Max B.

Media

Melissa T.

No Media

Barbara S.

No Media

Audio

Ray T.

Max B.

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Altar Guild

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

Evelyn M. &
Bonnie T.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.
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CONNECTIONS – Page 12

For content

