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Being Someone’s Someone
I went to a lab to get my Vitamin D levels checked. It’s trendy these days.
Think of it: You, too, could be deficient, just like I am! While I was there, the
tech and I had a conversation that has stayed with me since. Here’s
(approximately) how it all went down …
Lab Man asked if I had kids. Interesting! I thought. And surprisingly personal. Wasn’t
expecting that! I told him I have five. He didn’t hesitate. “Five kids?! If I had five kids, I’d kill
myself.” Hmm … I thought. I dislike self-harm-related hyperbole or humor. To me, it’s not

funny. But I won’t scold a stranger.
I gave myself a moment to think about what he might mean. He probably thinks kids are loud
or messy or expensive or hard to take care of. Then I thought some more. Well, he’s right, but
what of it? Who said the goal of life was for it to be quiet and neat and lucrative and easy? I
didn’t say that, though. Instead, I smiled and said, “No, no. You can’t mean that. If you did
have five kids, I hope you would never consider such a thing. Just think how many people
would miss you!”
Some — perhaps even my new friend Lab Man — would scorn the thought of deriving their
sense of identity and value from their relationships with others. I don’t see what’s wrong with
it. It’s not that I have low self-regard (almost a criminal offense in today’s culture). But I can’t
help understanding my “self” to be based, at least in part, on who I am in relation to others in
my life.
First, I’m a child of God. That’s what we call a foundational truth. Everything else rests on this.
Building from there, God gave me to my people, and He gave my people to me. I’m not an
isolated dot cruising along on a tidy grid in which my line will never intersect with that of
another. My line is crisscrossing with other lines all over the place. It overlaps frequently with
those of my husband and my five children, my neighbors and my fellow church members.

(continued on page 2)
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Being Someone. . .
(continued from page 1)
It even crosses with lab employees! I
understand my dot — my self — within the
context of all these intersections. And I think
that’s a good thing.
Not everyone is a spouse. Not everyone is a
parent. But all people are someone’s child
(whether their parents are still living or not).
Many people are someone’s sibling. Lots of
people are someone’s neighbor. And hopefully,
most people are someone’s friend.
What’s more, all believers are adopted children
of God (John 1:12-13), and fellow members of
Christ’s own body, the Church. This gives us a
sense of worth that is unshakable.
In light of this, I wonder: Is self-sufficiency —
like Lab Man seemed to favor — even a real
possibility, or are we all, on our own, as
deficient as I am without my Vitamin D?
It is a fine thing — a very fine thing — to
consider those around you as essential
contributors to your identity and feeling of
worth. Self-regard is bigger than thinking of
one’s self at all times. It has to be. Be
someone’s someone, and be thankful for
whatever sense of purpose that gives you. I
know I am.
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all
sin.” (1 John 1:7)

~Deaconess Rosie Adle
Online instructor for the distance deaconess program
of Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN.
Reprinted from https://blogs.lcms.org/2018/beingsomeones-someone/
posted April 18, 2018
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Focus on Stewardship
When it comes to stewardship, a favorite Bible
passage is the account of the widow’s mite
(Luke 21:1-4). It’s a moving account. Our Lord
praises the seemingly small gift of two copper
coins given by a poor widow above the
abundance of gifts given by the rich, saying,
“Truly, I tell you, this poor widow has put in
more than all of them” (Luke 21:3).
And that is usually where we stop. But the text
goes on. “For they all contributed out of their
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in
all she had to live on” (Luke 21:4).
“She … put in all she had to live on.” She gave
everything. She held nothing back. She trusted
that the Lord who made her and all creatures,
who gave her everything she had, who
redeemed her from her own sin, from death,
and the power of the devil, who called her by
the Gospel and enlightened her with His gifts
of Word and Sacrament, would continue to do
this. He would provide her with all that she
needed for this body and life because that is
the character of the God she had.
But this is not why we give small gifts. Her gift,
though it appeared small, was actually large.
When we are tempted to give small gifts it is
precisely because we want them to be small!
We don’t trust the Lord to provide for us.

(continued on page 3)

Stewardship . . .
(continued from page 2)
We give small gifts because we lack faith in the
One who created us, redeemed us, sanctifies
and keeps us in the one true faith. We give
small gifts because we doubt that God will
really give us what we need and desire. We
give small gifts because we are not content
with what God has already given.
We are not slaves, children of the slave
woman, under the Old Covenant (Gal. 4). We
are adopted sons of the free woman. And since
we are sons, we are also heirs. And heirs
receive the inheritance. For everything is
already ours in Christ. And thus, moved by the
willing spirit of adoption, we do the will of God
in financial matters far beyond all that done by
those under the Old Covenant who were forced
by legal demands.
So what have you decided to give? How do I
decide what to give? Let the Scriptures be your
guide.
We are to give proportionally to what we have
received from God’s giving to us (Luke 12:48,
1 Cor. 16:1-2, 2 Cor. 8:12). But you have not
been set free to give nothing. See that you
excel in the grace of giving (2 Cor. 8:7).
We are not free to live selfishly outside the
Gospel, without regard for God who gives us
all good gifts, without generosity for our
neighbor who needs us and our gifts, without
supporting the community of faith in which we
live, without care for our spiritual fathers and
those who teach and help raise our children in
the faith, without resources for the poor and
needy – in short, we are not free to live unto

ourselves, hoarding what God has given us
only for us.
For love is the fulfillment of the law (Romans
13:10). And the sum of the law is this: Love
God and love your neighbor (Matt. 22:34-40).
We love because He first loved us. We give
because He has given to us.
Luther once said, “Possessions belong in your
hands, not in your heart” (LW 14:240). There
is a reason your 10 fingers spread apart. With
your hands you catch God’s gifts for what you
need and let the rest fall through your fingers
to your neighbors – your family, your friends,
your community, your church.

~submitted by Kathy Angst
(Stewardship newsletter insert for August 2018, from
the LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=Jr4o2sj
F2Qp5GwbV1Oz1WCF1V4VzFkoE)
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Texas District Elects
President
On Thursday, June 14, 2018, Rev. Michael
Newman was elected at the 61st Texas District
Convention as the next president of the Texas
District effective September 1, 2018.
Newman is currently serving as Texas District
Mission & Ministry Facilitator, Area C. He has
been in this role since 2008. Prior to working
for the district he was at Concordia San
Antonio as associate pastor for four years.
Newman has been a member of the synod for
31 years and was ordained in 1987.
President-Elect Newman’s goals: By God’s grace
and under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, to
STRENGTHEN congregations, schools, church
workers, church members and agencies in their
Gospel mission and service; to SERVE the
members of the district by representing them
faithfully on a Synodical level; to STEWARD
district resources well as we partner in ministry
and in the development of new mission efforts;
and to SHARE the love and Good News of
Jesus through faithful communication and
Christ-centered conduct in the fulfillment of the
duties of district president.
From the Texas District website https://txlcms.org/revmichael-newman-elected-as-president-of-texas-district/

Home Football Games
Aug. 31, Sept. 14, Sept. 21 @ 7:00
Home Volleyball Games
Sept. 4, Sept. 18– JV 5:00, Varsity 6:00

~Lynn Eickemeyer
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Mission Report
The Fritsche Family:
A La Republica Dominicana
[Excerpt, May-June 2018 newsletter.
For the complete issue, see their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/lcmsfritsche/]

Getting Organized in Las Americas
Our congregation in Las Americas is doing very
well, despite the her main pastor, Willy Gaspar,
being on medical leave for the past several
months. Since May, Pastor Willy has been
gradually stepping back into service, thanks be
to God. He is also stepping up work in his
dental clinic across the street from the church.
Please continue to pray for him and his family
as he shepherds the flock in Las Americas.
Moving forward in the months ahead at Las
Americas (and in all of our missions) we are
working with congregational leaders on
budgets and monthly reports for finances
within each congregation. This is a big step. A
little over a year ago we helped our church
leaders get organized into three groups to
work with: 1) Finances, 2) Maintenance and
Cleaning and 3) Fellowship and Care. We don’t
have elders. We don’t have boards. We don’t
have church council. But organization is
important as we help our members serve and
support the Gospel ministry using the talents
God has given them.
On the first Sunday of June we said farewell to
Vicar Paul Flo, who finished his 2-year vicarage
with us. We already miss him. We are happy to
be installing one of our own seminary students
as our next vicar on July 1.

(continued on page 8)

Sunday School
in June and July

Penelope, the Prayer Robot

Oscar, the Offering Robot
As Christians, we are to be of
service to our Lord through
offerings, prayer,
encouragement of each other
as well as “welcome” those
that don’t know about Jesus.

Individual “Encouragement” Robots

Patriotic Tree
and
th
4 of July
Decorations

The children made
personalized hammers
for their dads as Father’s
Day presents

Summer Family Fellowship
2 Nights of Food, Fun and Fellowship with people of
all ages. The food was delicious. The devotions
inspiring. The games and crafts loads of fun.
THANK YOU TO ALL WHO CAME, GOD BLESS!

The Message Night 1: Jesus is the Only
Way to Heaven. Jesus commands us to
share the Good News

“Joy
r
“JoyininaaJars”we
Jar” were
hared
sharedwith
witheveryone
everyone

Night 1 Craft: Candle Holders to let
our light shine to others

Walking in Jesus Feet
Relay

Message Night 2: Included
taste testing of M&M’s as
the object lesson

Night 2 Games
included Jeopardy
with questions from
the Bible. Tossing
of marshmallows
with teams of all
ages. A little
competition and a
whole lot of laughs
were had by all.

Night 2 Craft:
Crosses to share
with others, Crosses
to share with
Immanuel
Look for the Piece of
Art on Campus.

Mission Report . . .
(continued from page 5)
Isaac Machado from Venezuela will serve one
year of vicarage in Santo Domingo.

Celebrating First Year of Sem!
Summer greetings from the Dominican
Republic. For the students of Seminario
Concordia el Reformador, it’s summer vacation
time. Our first year of classes is now in the
books. It’s been a year of challenges, but also
one of incredible blessings! As I look back on
the year, and actually a little further back in
the planning stages of opening our seminary, I
stand in awe and give thanks to the Lord for
what HE has accomplished among us.
For almost ten years, a seminary has been in
the strategic plan of the Dominican Republic
Lutheran Mission (DRLM). It started with
missionary pastors teaching new Christians. In
2010 a partnership was formed with Concordia
Seminary in Argentina to assist in carrying out
theological education in the DR. The
agreement between the DRLM and Argentina
stated that by 2017 a Lutheran seminary would
be opened in the Dominican Republic. By God’s
grace in August of 2017, that became a reality
as we welcomed our first incoming students.
Our first year of classes began on September
11, 2017 and ended on June 15, 2018. Just
before the end of our third trimester, I invited
faculty and students over to our house for a
celebratory meal (see photo) to bring the year
to a close. As Director, I had the opportunity to
speak and thank the students for their
patience, dedication and hard work throughout
the year. All of the students then expressed
their humble gratitude for the opportunity to
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study theology and walk alongside churchplanting pastors inside and outside the
classroom as they are formed for pastoral
ministry.
Our next academic year begins September 3.
For now, guys are headed home. They’ll rest a
bit, work, and preach in their home
congregations, most of the things our
American sem students do during break. We
faculty members have time to rest as well. But
as soon as the summer flies by, it’s back in the
saddle. I can’t wait! Thank you for your
prayers and gifts that support this wonderful
dream made reality!

~Pastor Joel Fritsche

Updates from the Missionary Wife
We rejoice that we have made it through this
strenuous year of living in two places. It is
amazing how quickly the time has gone. It is
amazing to see the things the Lord has
accomplished this year. We continue to be
grateful to be part of the work here in the DR.
It has been such a blessing to get to know the
seminary students and to see a seminary
community form in Santiago. It is a particular
joy for me as a mother to see my boys form
friendships with these young men and be able

(continued on page 9)

Missionary Wife . . .
(continued from page 8)
to communicate in Spanish. I praise God for
the smiles and laughter shared between the
seminarians and my sons. There is a true
feeling of loss as they all travel back home, but
we will be excited to welcome them back next
school year.

new pastors have recently been ordained. In
two years, Nefta and our other student from
Mexico will join the newest generation of
Lutheran pastors to preach the Gospel and
plant new churches.

For now, we look forward to more pool time,
airplane rides, fun with family, time on the
lake, more sleep, and seeing wonderful friends.
We will be in the US from July 1 to August 1
for vacation. One of our goals for this time is
to finalize the process of getting Andrei growth
hormone treatment. It seems our little guy
may finally start his injections this summer and
GROW!!! Thanks for your prayers!

~Clarion Fritsche

Getting to Know Our Sem Students
Isaac Neftalí Garcia Guevara is one of our two
residential students from Mexico. We know him
as “Nefta.” He was baptized into the Lutheran
church as an infant. His father, Isaac is a
pastor and also President of the Lutheran
Synod of Mexico. His mother is studying to be
a deaconess.
Nefta will be in his final year of studies next
year, then a year of vicarage. We got to know
him well this past year as he spent his
weekends with us in Las Americas for field
work. He is diligent in his studies, has a caring
heart and almost always has a smile on his
face.
Mexico is in great need of new Lutheran
pastors. The Synod had no new pastors for
almost 15 years. Now, by God’s grace three

In April, Nefta's father preached in Las
Americas during a visit here (see photo). We
need your support for Nefta! Please contact me
if you would like to support Nefta or another
student through our adopt-a-student program.

~Pastor Joel Fritsche

Weeknight Bible Study
The Monday night Bible study will resume on
Monday, August 6, 6:30-8:15pm, and begin a
study of Eugene Peterson’s Eat This Book : a
Conversation in the Art of Spiritual Reading.
The group will continue to meet on the 1st and
3rd Mondays of each month, and members of
the group take turns contributing to a light
meal.
If you are interested, please join us! Books and
study materials will be provided. If you have
any questions or need additional information,
contact Barbara Szalkowski.
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The last day of this school year was spent at
Blessington Farms in Wallis, Texas, near
Simonton. The children had a lot of fun and so
did the grown-ups. There was something for
everyone to do including hayrides, panning for
gold, a petting zoo, picnics on the grounds, and
a giant dirt mound! Berry picking was high on everyone’s list of
activities because the blueberries were abundant. The farm grows six varieties of blueberries in
addition to other types of berries when in season. They supply organic berries to Central Market
according to the berry grower; Mr. Ken. He explained a little about the berries and then steered
us to a Farthing blueberry bush that produced some of the biggest blueberries we’ve ever seen.

Farm Fun!

Summer Fun in Ms. Winnie’s Two-Year-Old Class

There is nothing better than
splash day in the summer heat.
Well, unless you get a popsicle
to eat!

We love
working with
Play-Doh!

Support Our Sponsored
Missionaries

Gifts can also be given securely online through
the LCMS website, on our online giving page at
http://www.lcms.org/fritsche or call
(888) 930-4438.

Dominican Republic Ministry
Rev. Joel Fritsche & Family
Seminary Support
You can donate online through the following
link: https://www.lcms.org/givenow/seminarysupport.
By mail, make a check payable to Lutheran
Church—Missiouri Synod and specify
“Dominican Republic Seminary” in the memo
line. Mail to:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Mission Advancement
PO Box 66861
St. Louis. MO 63166-6861

General Support
Support/prayer card:
http://prayercards.lcms.org/Fritsche_DR_April
%202017.pdf
To support the Fritsche’s ministry, you may
send a tax- deductible gift to either of the
following:
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis, MO 63166-6861
OR

Puerto Rico Ministry
Rev. Richard & Gema Schuller
Send a tax deductible gift to:
The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, PO Box
66861, St. Louis MO 63166-6861
OR
Mission Central-LCMS World, 40718 Highway
E16, Mapleton, Iowa 51034-7105
Make checks payable to The Lutheran ChurchMissouri Synod, and include Schuller, Puerto
Rico, and A-10898-69376 in the memo line.
Gifts can also be given securely online through
their website http://www.lcms.org/schuller

Alaska Ministry
Donate online at:
http://www.alaskamissionforchrist.org
Mail donations to:
Alaska Mission for Christ, 8100 Arctic Blvd.,
Anchorage AK 99518

Mission Central
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 51034

Donate via Thrivent Choice Dollars:
https://www.thrivent.com/making-adifference/living-generously/thrivent-choice/

Make checks payable to The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod. Mark checks
“Support of Joel & Clarion Fritsche.”

Donate via Amazon.com’s Smile program
http://smile.amazon.com

For the Hairgrove Family

Home Run Benefit

Thank you to everyone who helped as
well as bought meals. The outpouring
of help and donations was
overwhelming and truly appreciated.

43 Volunteers
Volunteers started before Sunday
purchasing supplies, prepping food
items and laying out the work
areas. Sunday, volunteers cooked,
took orders, took money,
assembled and bagged dinners then
delivered the meals out to the cars.

The drive-thru BBQ dinner was
a huge success. While the
number of meals to be sold fell
short of the goal of 300, the
amount of money raised
exceeded $7500.

Devotion, Songs and Activities
For Everyone
Sunday, August 26th, 2018
10:30 am in Miertschin Hall
Followed by Lunch at 11:45 am
Barbecue Sandwiches, Potato Salad, Chips and Dessert

Join Us for a
Sunday Morning of
Inspiration and Fellowship!
1440 Cortlandt Ave. Houston, TX 77008 (713) 864-2651 immanuelhouston.org

Ice Cream Social
School Supplies Drop Off

Meet your Teacher
Wednesday, August 8, 2018
6:00p.m.-7:30p.m.
Parents, please join us on Wednesday night in
your child’s classroom to drop off supplies,
meet your teacher, and get familiar with your
room. Then join us for some ice cream and
fellowship in the cafeteria. We look forward to
seeing you all there.
God’s Blessings on the new school year!

2018 ECE
SUMMER FUN

Immanuel Lutheran Church - August 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

2
Ladies Bible
Study
@ 10:00 am

5

Usher Team #3
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible Class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

6

7 FOD Work Day(MH)
Bible Study
6:30-8:00 pm

12 Usher Team #4 13
Worship Service
@ 9:00 am
Bible Class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

ECE In-Service
Day

14
ECE In-Service Day

21

Bingo
@ 1:00–3:00 pm

Friday

4

10

11

17

18

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm
Men’s Basketball
@ 6:00–9:00 pm

9
FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

ECE Teacher
Meet & Greet/Ice
Cream Social
6:00-7:30 pm

Men’s Basketball
@ 6:00–9:00 pm

15

16

Ladies Bible
Study
@ 10:00 am
1st Day ECE
M-W-F Students
& 5 Day Students

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

22

23

Market Fair
Friends of Down
Syndrome
@ 7:00 am–5:00 pm

1st Day ECE
Tu-Th Students
Men’s Basketball
@ 6:00–9:00 pm

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

RDCDS
@ 7:30–9:30 pm

Men’s Basketball
@ 6:00–9:00 pm

29

28

Saturday

3

24

Bible Study
6:30-8:00 pm

26Usher Team #1 27
Worship Service
@ 9:00 am
Rally Day! 10:30am
(All Invited!)
Lunch @ 11:45 am

All Boards @ 7:00 pm

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm
RDCDS
@ 7:30–9:30 pm

19 Usher Team #5 20
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible Class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am
Altar Guild Meeting
After Bible Class

8

@ 10:00–1:30 pm
RDCDS
@ 7:30–9:30 pm

Thursday

30

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

FOD Work Day (MH)
@ 10:00–1:30 pm

RDCDS
@ 7:30–9:30 pm

Men’s Basketball
@ 6:00–9:00 pm

31

25

Sunday
August 5

Sunday
August 12

Sunday
August 19

Sunday
August 26

Elder

Max B.

Max B.

Max B.

Max B.

Acolyte

Media

Cameron W.
#3
Ralph E.
Karen E.

Emily H.
#4
John C.
Jackie A.

Cameron W.
#5
Bill O.
Barbara S.

Molly H.
#1
Bill E.
Karen E.

Audio

Max B.

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Max B.

Altar Guild

Mary O. &
Larry Stephens

Mary O. &
Larry Stephens

Mary O. &
Larry Stephens

Mary O. &
Larry Stephens

Usher Team

Sunday
September 2

Sunday
September 9

Sunday
September 16

Sunday
September 23

Sunday
September 30

Elder

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Acolyte

Media

Cameron W.
#2
Larry G.
Jackie A.

Molly H.
#3
Ralph E.
Barbara S.

Cameron W.
#4
John C.
Karen E.

Emily H.
#5
Bill O.
Jackie A.

Cameron W.
#1
Bill E.
Barbara S.

Audio

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Max B.

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Altar Guild

Cleo F. &
Margaret B.

Cleo F. &
Margaret B.

Cleo F. &
Margaret B.

Cleo F. &
Margaret B.

Cleo F. &
Margaret B.

Usher Team

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.
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Love God ~ Care for Others

Sunday, August 26th
10:30-11:30 am
Devotion, Songs &
Activities for Everyone

Lunch at 11:45 am
BBQ Sandwiches, Potato
Salad, Chips & Dessert
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