Thy Will Be Done
Palm Sunday: God’s Will When We Are Not Willing
“How often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
under her wings, and you were not willing.” Luke 13:34

her chicks

Ringing of the Bells
Invocation

(from the back of the sanctuary)

Pastor King

P In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Palm Sunday Reading, Luke 19:37-41

Pastor King

P As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole
multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the
mighty works that they had seen, saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name
of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” And some of the Pharisees in
the crowd said to him, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if
these were silent, the very stones would cry out.”

Processional Hymn: 443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna

Public domain

(w/ crucifer)

Palm Sunday Litany, from Psalm 118

Pastor King

P The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P O Lord, save us. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P The Lord is God, and he has made his light shine upon us. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P You are my God, and I will give you thanks. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!
P His love endures forever. Hosanna!
C Hosanna in the highest!

Confession and Absolution: 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive
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P Jesus rode into Jerusalem on the way to the cross, there to forgive your sins through his
innocent suffering and death. Therefore, I announce to you the good news that your
sins are forever forgiven in the name of Jesus, who came to save us.

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.
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Prayer of the Day

Pastor King

P Hosanna! Save us! Today I join my praise to that joyful Palm Sunday procession! But I
also see you weeping, Jesus, even as you enter your capital city as king. So I join my
grief to yours: grief over my unwillingness to be gathered under your wing. King Jesus, turn my heart away from my own agenda for your rule, and let your kingdom
come to me in grace this day. Your will be done. Amen.

Children’s Message

Pastor Perez

The Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 65:1-3, 17-19, 24 Pastor Perez

P I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by
those who did not seek me. I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not
called by my name. I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, who walk
in a way that is not good, following their own devices; a people who provoke me to my
face continually, sacrificing in gardens and making offerings on bricks. ... For behold, I
create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or
come into mind. But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I
create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the
cry of distress. ... Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear.

The Epistle Reading, Philippians 2:1-11

Pastor Perez

P So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in
the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish
ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. Let
each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have
this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death,
even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The Gospel Reading, Luke 13:31-35

Pastor Perez

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod
wants to kill you.” And he said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I finish my course.
Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it
cannot be that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.’ O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I
have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing! Behold, your house is forsaken. And I tell you, you will not see
me until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”

The Sermon Hymn: 430 My Song Is Love Unknown

LSB 430

6 In life no house, no home
My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
Heav’n was His home
But mine the tomb
Wherein He lay.

7 Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine!
Never was love, dear King,
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend,
In whose sweet praise
I all my days
Could gladly spend!
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Sermon

Pastor King

Offering438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth

LSB 438
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Reception of Members
P Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: "Whoever confesses Me before men, I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.
But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny before My Father who is
in heaven." Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully
give answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord.
P Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge
the gifts that God gave you in your Baptism?
R Yes, I do.
P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways?
R Yes, I renounce them.
P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, in Jesus Christ, His only Son our
Lord, and in the Holy Spirit?
R Yes, I believe in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
P Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word
of God and the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from them
and confessed in the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?
R I do.
P Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's Supper faithfully?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and
deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death?
R I do, by the grace of God.
P Do you desire to become a members of this congregation?

R I do.
P Will you support the work our gracious Lord has given this congregation with
your prayers and the gifts God has given you?
R I will, with the help of God.
P Upon this your confession of faith, I acknowledge publicly that you are [a
member/members] of the Evangelical Lutheran Church and of this congregation. Receive the Lord's Supper and participate with us in all the blessings of
salvation that our Lord has given to His Church, in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Stand

P Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness
in bringing these Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our
Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both with the heart to believe and with
the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that by Your Word and Spirit they
may continue steadfast in the one true faith in the fellowship of this congregation as together we await the day when all who have fought the good fight of
faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
P The grace of our T Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
C Amen.

Prayers

Pastor King
Each petition ends with the following response:

P O Lord, who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P Humble King, with palms and praises, we welcome you into our midst as you travel
down the road to the cross and the empty tomb. Help us to continue to welcome you
into our midst in our homes and into our neighborhoods, when we go to work and
when we go to school. Help us always to sing your praises and glorify your name in all
that we say and do, knowing that through you alone we have everlasting life. O Lord,
who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P Those who gathered on the road when you entered Jerusalem to lift their voices to you

in happy shouts of “Hosanna!” this day will soon raise their voices in anger toward you
with shouts of “Crucify him!” Prepare our hearts with week for the transition from
praise to persecution, and ready us to witness the ultimate sacrifice you made on the
cross for us and for those who shouted for your crucifixion. Help us to recognize the
pain that you endured but also the lasting joy that your death and resurrection will have
on us all as we await the day when we will sing your praises together again in heaven.
O Lord, who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P Caring Christ, so often we have wandered away from your embrace and turned away
from your extension of love toward us. Return us from our wandering ways, restore us
in a right relationship with you through your forgiveness, and grant us the peace and
rest found only in your grace and mercy. O Lord, who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P So many in this world are not willing to listen to you, O Lord. Forgive them and open
their ears to hear your good news to them that you love them unconditionally and eternally and want them to be a part of your family of faith. Help us to be your messengers
of hope and help to those who are lost and hurting. Give us the courage to do all we
can to bring them into your fold and share our lives with them. O Lord, who enters in
to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P Reveal to us, O ever-present Lord, ways in which we can gather together more and
more often as your brothers and sisters in the faith. Make us faithful in worship together. Bind us together in our prayer life. Speak to us in our sharing of your Word
with one another. In all that we do in unity of the Spirit remind us that wherever two or
three are gathered in your name, there you are in the midst of us. O Lord, who enters in
to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P As we in spirit gather with your disciples in the upper room on Maundy Thursday, refresh us through the partaking of your blood and body given for us in the bread and
wine of Holy Communion. As a community, may our relationships with one another be
renewed and restored through that sacrament as well. O Lord, who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P As the women stood at the foot of your cross grieving on Good Friday, may we, too,
join with others who are grieving losses of any kind. Be with those who are dying. Surround them with the love and support of loved ones, especially... Be with the sick.
Grant them recovery and comfort according to your will, especially... O Lord, who enters in to save us,
C may we receive you willingly.
P All these petitions we offer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who did the will of

God and lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Pastor King

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Passion Reading, Luke 23:13-49

Pastor King

P Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, and said to
them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges
against him. Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing deserving
death has been done by him. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they all
cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”—a man who had
been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release Jesus, but they kept shouting, “Crucify,
crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why? What evil has he done? I have found
in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish and release him.” But they were
urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. He released the man
who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked,
but he delivered Jesus over to their will. And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, and laid on him the cross, to
carry it behind Jesus. And there followed him a great multitude of the people and of
women who were mourning and lamenting for him. But turning to them Jesus said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your
children. For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren
and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ Then they will begin
to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?” Two others, who
were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. And when they came to the
place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the criminals, one on his

right and one on his left. And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what
they do.” And they cast lots to divide his garments. And the people stood by, watching,
but the rulers scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the
Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” One of the criminals
who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and
us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the
same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” It was now about the sixth hour, and there was
darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour, while the sun's light failed. And the
curtain of the temple was torn in two. Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last.
Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, “Certainly
this man was innocent!” And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle,
when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their breasts. And all his
acquaintances and the women who had followed him from Galilee stood at a distance
watching these things.

The Closing Hymn 440 Jesus, I Will Ponder Now

LSB 440

5 If my sins give me alarm
And my conscience grieve me,
Let Your cross my fear disarm;
Peace of conscience give me.
Help me see forgiveness won
By Your holy passion.
If for me He slays His Son,
God must have compassion!

6 Graciously my faith renew;
Help me bear my crosses,
Learning humbleness from You,
Peace mid pain and losses.
May I give You love for love!
Hear me, O my Savior,
That I may in heav’n above
Sing Your praise forever.
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