
Third Sunday in Lent March 4, 2018 

The Law Is Good 

As We Gather  

“The Law is bad and the Gospel is good.” Wait a second! While this statement might 

make sense on the surface, it’s false. God’s Word of Law and Gospel are both good—and 

necessary. While it may be easy for us to see how the Gospel, centered in Jesus Christ, is 

good, maybe it’s not so easy to see how the Law is good. Yet, it is. God’s Law is a curb 

guarding against evil. God’s Law is a guide leading us in God’s ways. Chiefly, however, 

God’s Law is a mirror showing us our sin and need for a Savior. Thanks be to God that 

Jesus is that Savior who has fulfilled the Law perfectly for you! 

 

Pre-Service Music 

Ringing of the Bells 

973 Thy Word Is a Lamp  LSB 973 

 

 

 

 

 
 
© 1984 Meadowgreen Music Company; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010065. 
 

Welcome Pastor King 

Opening Sentences LSB 418:1   Pastor King 

P O Lord, throughout these forty days 

C You prayed and kept the fast; 

 

P Inspire repentance for our sin, 

C And free us from our past. Amen. 

 

Invocation    Pastor King 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



Confession and Absolution    Pastor King 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my 

own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty to have 

mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of 

all your sins. Amen. 

 

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you, my 

brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, 

by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 

to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of all 

your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be  LSB 611 sts. 1, 5 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
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WORD 

 

Introit Ps. 69:14–16; antiphon: Ps. 69:9    Pastor Perez 

P For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

C  and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

P Deliver me from sinking in the mire; 

C  let me be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. 

P Let not the flood sweep over me, or the deep swallow me up, 

C  or the pit close its mouth over me. 

P Answer me, O LORD, for your steadfast love is good; 

C  according to your abundant mercy, turn to me. 

A Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P For zeal for your house has consumed me, 

C  and the reproaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me. 

 

Salutation     Pastor Perez 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day     Pastor Perez 

P Let us pray, 

O God, the Law no longer condemns, for Christ came to fulfill the Law and the 

Prophets. 

C Grant that by faith we would live as Your people with Your Law as our guide; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Old Testament Reading: Exodus 20:1–17     Pastor Perez 

The Ten Commandments 
1And God spoke all these words, saying, 
2“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 

of slavery. 
3“You shall have no other gods before me. 



4“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in 

heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You 

shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God, 

visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and the fourth generation of 

those who hate me, 6but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and 

keep my commandments. 
7“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold 

him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 
8“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9Six days you shall labor, and do all your 

work, 10but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any 

work, you, or your son, or your daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or 

your livestock, or the sojourner who is within your gates. 11For in six days the LORD 

made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. 

Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the 

LORD your God is giving you. 
13“You shall not murder. 
14“You shall not commit adultery. 
15“You shall not steal. 
16“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 
17“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, 

or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 

your neighbor’s.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm Psalm 19; antiphon: v. 8    Pastor King 

Pastor: The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

   the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

 

Men: The heavens declare the glory of God, 

  and the sky above proclaims His handiwork. 

 

Women: Day to day pours out speech, 

  and night to night reveals knowledge. 

 

Pastor: There is no speech, nor are there words, 

  whose voice is not heard. 

 

Women: Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, 

  and their words to the end of the world. 

 



Men: In them He has set a tent for the sun, 

  which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

  and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

 

Pastor: Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, 

  and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

 

Men: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 

  the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 

 

Women: the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 

  the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 

 

Pastor: the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 

  the just decrees of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 

 

Women: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 

  sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 

 

Men: Moreover, by them is Your servant warned; 

  in keeping them there is great reward. 

  

Pastor: Who can discern his errors? 

  Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 

 

Men: Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins;   

  let them not have dominion over me! 

 Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 

 

Women: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

  be acceptable in Your sight, 

 O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 

 

All The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 

the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

 

 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 Pastor Perez  

Christ the Wisdom and Power of God 
18For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 



20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what 

we preach to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, 
23but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 24but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than men. 
26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what 

is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of 

God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our 

righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one 

who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Hebrews 12:2   Pastor Perez 

P O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

C who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

 

Holy Gospel  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the second chapter.     John 2:13-22   Pastor King 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

P The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 

He found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-

changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the 

temple, with the sheep and oxen. And He poured out the coins of the money-changers 

and overturned their tables. And He told those who sold the pigeons, 

 

C “Take these things away; do not make My Father’s house a house of trade.” 

 

 

P His disciples remembered that it was written,  

 

C “Zeal for Your house will consume Me.”  

 



P So the Jews said to Him, “What sign do You show us for doing these things?” Jesus 

answered them, 

 

C “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  

 

P The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You 

raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking about the temple of His body. When 

therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said 

this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 

 

Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in His name 

when they saw the signs that He was doing. But Jesus on His part did not entrust 

Himself to them, because He knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about 

man, for He Himself knew what was in man. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon Pastor King 

 

579 The Law of God Is Good and Wise  LSB 579 

 

 

 
 

5 The Law is good; but since the fall 

Its holiness condemns us all; 

It dooms us for our sin to die 

And has no pow’r to justify. 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

Who from the curse has set us free, 

And humbly worship at His throne, 

Saved by His grace through faith alone. 
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Sermon Pastor King 



Nicene Creed  

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Litany (from Evening Prayer)  LSB 249    Pastor King 

The congregation's response may begin just as the leader's petition ends so that the word 

"Lord" is sung simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

 

 



 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all 

servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and 

those who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord 

great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 

times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

  

The prayers then continue: 

  



 

 
  

Silence for individual prayer may follow. 

  

 

 
 

Offering 

 

433 Glory Be to Jesus  LSB 433 sts. 1, 6 

 

 
 

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 
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SACRAMENT 

 

Preface  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Proper Preface  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, who has fulfilled all righteousness for us and taken our punishment 

so we might have forgiveness and salvation.  

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for because of Christ, we walk in Your 

commands and You rejoice over us. You deal with us in mercy, showing Your 

steadfast love to generations of those who love You and keep Your commands. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, 

renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 

body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, 

we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast 

of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; 



deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 

with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 

My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 

gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 

it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

Proclamation of Christ  

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death until He 

comes. 

C Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 

blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension 

into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  So remember us in Your 

kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini  

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

 

850 God of Grace and God of Glory  LSB 850 st. 1 
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Distribution Hymns 

 

426 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  LSB 426 
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619 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 

 



 

 

 

 
 

© 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010065. 
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Post0Communion Canticle:  937 Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace   LSB 937 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving Pastor Perez  

P Let us pray. 

 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that in Your Son’s body and blood You give us 

new life and the desire to live lives pleasing to You as Your workmanship, created in 

Jesus to do good works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



C Amen. 

 

 

Closing Sentences LSB 418:4        Pastor Perez  

P Be with us through this season, Lord, 

C And all our earthly days, 

 

P That when the final Easter dawns, 

C We join in heaven’s praise. Amen. 

 

 

Benediction Pastor Perez  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

645 Built on the Rock  LSB 645 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 

Many in saving faith may come 

    Where Christ His message is bringing: 

“I know My own; My own know Me. 

You, not the world, My face shall see. 

    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 
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