Thy Will Be Done
A Series of Services for the Season of Lent
Ash Wednesday: God’s Will And God’s Promise
Pastor King
P

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son.” Hebrews 11:17

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and
in the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that
we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and
truth.
Stand
Silence for reflection.
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O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
hear us.
God the Father in heaven,
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have mercy.
God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
have mercy.
God the Holy Spirit,
have mercy.
Be gracious to us.
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us.
Help us, good Lord.
By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;
by Your holy nativity;
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by Your agony and bloody sweat;
by Your cross and passion;
by Your precious death and burial;
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
Help us, good Lord.
In all time of our tribulation;
in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death;
and in the day of judgment:
Help us, good Lord.
We poor sinners implore You
to hear us, O Lord.
To prosper the preaching of Your Word;
to bless our prayer and meditation;
to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To draw all to Yourself;
to bless those who are instructed in the faith;
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers;
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;
and to have mercy on us all:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
To turn our hearts to You;
to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;
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and graciously to hear our prayers:
We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
we implore You to hear us.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
have mercy.
Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
grant us Your peace.
O Christ,
hear us.
O Lord,
have mercy.
O Christ,
have mercy.
O Lord,
have mercy. Amen.

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their
wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return.
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up
for those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
• The Imposition of Ashes take place at this time. Participants may come
forward and receive the sign of the cross on their forehead, traditionally made
with ashes from the burnt palms of Palm Sunday. Those imposing the ashes may
say “Remember that you are dust and to dust you will return” or another appropriate phrase.
Pastor King
Welcome to Worship
P After the fall of Adam and Eve, God’s word of Promise rang out – He would reclaim His now fallen creation. His Promise, His Covenant, would prevail. De-

spite the scheming of Satan and the failures of mankind, the long-awaited, promised one, the Messiah, would come. Against all odds, through the rolling ages
of time, the Promise would be kept. Death would die as the Prince of Life completed the Word of Promise. As a part of that narrative, tonight we consider
“Abraham and Isaac: God’s Will and God’s Promise.”
425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
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Pastor Perez
Invocation
P In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Confession and Absolution
P Abraham has a pretty comfortable life with God. Sure, he had his challenges, his
skeletons in his closet, but life seems good, his faith walk is stable. The Promise
of God feels secure and he can see it in action. But then, all of a sudden, the rug
is pulled out from under him. Everything he thought he knew changed. The God
of clear promise has become, to Abraham, the God who is hard to understand.

Together, let us make public confession of our sins.
C Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess that I have sinned against you. I
have done that which you forbid, and I have failed to do that which you
command. In the weariness of a busy life, I have yielded to temptation. I
have trusted myself more than I have trusted you. I have not always followed where you lead. Forgive me, I pray. By your Holy Spirit, lead me and
guide me so that I may truly be used by you in your great redemptive work
on earth; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
P Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord. Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications! (Psalm 130:1-2)
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea
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P If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, Lord, who could stand? But there is forgiveness with you, so that you may be revered. (Psalm 130:3-4)
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea
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P I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope. (Psalm 130:5)
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea
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P My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more
than those who watch for the morning. (Psalm 130:6)
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea
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Just as I am, Thou wilt receive,
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because Thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

P O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast love; with him
there is plenteous redemption. (Psalm 130:7)
570 Just as I Am, without One Plea
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Just as I am; Thy love unknown
Has broken ev’ry barrier down;
Now to be Thine, yea, Thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
(silence for personal confession)

P As you believe, so may it be unto you. Based upon the merits of Christ Jesus, I
proclaim unto you the forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Pastor Perez
Prayer of the Day
P Heavenly Father, I admit there are times when your will seems confusing to me,
times when my experience says there is no God of grace, no God of power, no
God at all. When it feels like you are absent, shape my trust in your promises,
that I might rely on your Word even when my world is impossible to understand.
In times of testing, let your will be done in my life. Amen.
Pastor Perez
Old Testament Reading, Isaiah 25:6-9
P On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food,
a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.
And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death forever;
and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his
people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be
said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he might
save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in
his salvation.”
Pastor Perez
New Testament Reading, Hebrews 11:8-19
P By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking
forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. By
faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven
and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. These all died in
faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted
them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth. For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country,
that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
he has prepared for them a city. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered
up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his
only son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.”
He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which,
figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.
Pastor Perez
Gospel Reading, Matthew 22:29-33
P But Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are
given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven. And as for the resurrection of
the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God: ‘I am the God of
Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not God of the
dead, but of the living.” And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at
his teaching.
Pastor King
Sermon
“Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
Offering (To be taken during anthem)
Pastor Perez

Handbells

Prayers
Each petition ends with the following response:
P Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
+
P God of ancient days, thank you for showing us your plan of salvation through
Abraham and Isaac, and for giving us examples through them of people who
trusted in your promises and your will for their lives. Help us to see your plan to
save us through the sacrifice of your Son and help us to find comfort and confidence in your will for us. Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P In this Lenten season, Lord, keep us focused on the cross of Christ and remember the magnitude of your love that allowed him to leave the throne of heaven to
face suffering and death for us, your people of the promise and blessing. Son of
God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P Heavenly Father, when doubts and fears arise in our hearts as we ponder what
the future holds, help us to remember that you hold the future in your hands, and
we are safe in your care in this life and in the life to come. Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P Let us come to your altar often this Lent, dear God, ready to confess our sins to
you and receive your renewal through your forgiveness. Let our worship honor
and praise you throughout the season, as we humbly acknowledge that we are
solely dependent on you for all things. Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P We know that Isaac’s name means laughter, O Lord. And Sarah did laugh at the
thought of bearing a child in her old age. Help us enjoy the surprises of life you
allow to happen to accomplish your grand design for the family of God. Fill us
with a holy joy that embraces the fact that nothing is impossible for you. Son of
God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.

P In every season and phase of life, we experience new challenges to our faith.
Help us never to abandon you when the going gets tough, and help us to gain
strength through your Word, May our faith grow deeper as we ponder your
promises in Scripture, and may we never forget that you are always with us and
always guiding us, and will provide us with ways out when we are not following
your will. Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P Grant to all those who are dealing with sickness and injury of body, mind and
spirit to look to you for help, as Abraham did, especially ... Give them a sense of
hope and peace that you will bring blessings to them even now through these
trying experiences and that your name be glorified and your will be done in
every circumstance. Son of God, by sinners slain,
C let your sacrifice for us free us to live for you.
P All these petitions we offer in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, who did the
will of God and lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Service of the Sacrament

Pastor King
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me.”
Proclamation of Christ
LSB 179
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and
blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your
holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
C Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
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421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

LSB 421

5

O my God, my rock and tower,
Grant that in Your death I trust,
Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.
Savior, let Your agony
Ever help and comfort me;
When I die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection.
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Pastor King
Nunc Dimittis
A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in
Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me
will never die.”
C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace;
Your word has been fulfilled.
My own eyes have seen the salvation
which You have prepared in the sight of every people:
a light to reveal You to the nations
and the glory of Your people Israel.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in
Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me
will never die.”
Post-Communion Collect
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in lovingkindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for
His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask
You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by
Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Benediction
P Abraham and Isaac came down from that mountain with a story to tell. It is
still said to this day, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.” As
you move through moments of confusion, as you walk through the experience of brokenness, may you learn to trust God’s promises, and come out on
the other side with a story to tell. And as you go, may the Lord bless you and
keep you; may the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
may the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace.
C Amen.
P “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”
C Amen.
435 Come to Calvary's Holy Mountain
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