Third Sunday after Epiphany

January 21, 2018

Divine Service - Setting Three

with Communion LSB p.184

As We Gather: Peter, Andrew, James, and John were fishermen by trade. Jesus invited
them to follow Him, promising He would make them fishers of men. What could this
possibly mean? The prophet Jonah may provide a clue. Swallowed, and then regurgitated
by a great fish after running from God, Jonah was given another chance to cast a Gospel
net for the people of Nineveh. With only the lure of Jonah’s brief, Law-heavy sermon,
“Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!”, God reeled in a bountiful Kingdomcatch, saving more than 120,000 people and animals in that city. Jesus’ own preaching
announces the fullness of time, the presence of God’s reign, and invites repentance and
faith in the Good News from God, which He embodies and enacts. This message—
proclaimed and sacramentally enacted—is the net by which Holy Spirit calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies people under God’s gracious reign.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome
Sharing of the Peace
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.
P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and
eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent
of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the
holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Introit

Ps. 113:1–2, 4, 7–8; antiphon: Ps. 113:3

From the rising of the sun to its | setting,*
the name of the LORD is | to be praised!
Praise the LORD! Praise, O servants | of the LORD,*
praise the name | of the LORD!
Blessèd be the name | of the LORD*
from this time forth and for- | evermore!
The LORD is high above all | nations,*
and his glory above the | heavens!
He raises the poor | from the dust*
and lifts the needy from the | ash heap,
to make them sit with | princes,*
with the princes of his | people.

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Almighty and everlasting God, mercifully look upon our infirmities and stretch
forth the hand of Your majesty to heal and defend us; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Jonah 3:1–5, 10
Jonah Goes to Nineveh
1
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2“Arise, go
to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3So
Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days’ journey in breadth. 4Jonah
began to go into the city, going a day’s journey. And he called out, “Yet forty days,
and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God.
They called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of
them.
10
When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God
relented of the disaster that he had said he would do to them, and he did not do it.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 7:29–31
29
This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From
now on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30and those who
mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they

were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31and those
who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present
form of this world is passing away.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the
gospel.

Holy Gospel: Mark 1:14–20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter.

Jesus Begins His Ministry
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel.”
Jesus Calls the First Disciples
16
Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of
Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them,
“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18And immediately they
left their nets and followed him. 19And going on a little farther, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets.
20
And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat
with the hired servants and followed him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit

833 Listen, God Is Calling
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Sermon
Stand

Offertory
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Sit

Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Pastor:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

God, the center of our lives, help us to recollect the parts of ourselves from
the compartments of isolation in which we hide, returning to You who are
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, the center of our lives, Jesus announced the presence of Your gracious
reign among us here on earth. Turn our hearts and the hearts of all people to
You that we all may come to trust in Your mercy through Jesus’ life, death,
and resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, the center of our lives, send forth faithful preachers of Your Law and
Gospel. Help pastors, missionaries, and all Your baptized children to see
ourselves as fishers of men in our daily callings and vocations. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, the center of our lives, bring healing and hope to all who suffer in
body, mind, or spirit, [especially . . .]. Grant them patience in every
affliction and hearts that rest in Your unfailing love, trusting that underneath
it all are Your everlasting arms. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God, the center of our lives, as we return to the center of our life together
around Your Table for the Lamb’s high feast, remind us that Jesus is the
center of everything. By Him all things were created, and in Him all things
hold together, including every part of our lives and all our relationships.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:

Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy,
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns in
communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Preface
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P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the
world You have made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found
in the substance of our mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your
glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:
Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer
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The Words of Our Lord
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
626 Come, Let Us Eat
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398 Hail to the Lord's Anointed

5
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O’er ev’ry foe victorious,
He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His name shall stand forever—
That name to us is Love.
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633 At the Lamb's High Feast We Sing
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5

Mighty Victim from the sky,
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie;
You have conquered in the fight,
You have brought us life and light.
Alleluia!

6

Now no more can death appall,
Now no more the grave enthrall;
You have opened paradise,
And Your saints in You shall rise.
Alleluia!

7

Easter triumph, Easter joy!
This alone can sin destroy;
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free,
Newborn souls in You to be.
Alleluia!

8

Father, who the crown shall give,
Savior, by whose death we live,
Spirit, guide through all our days:
Three in One, Your name we praise.
Alleluia!
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction (DS3)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Announcements
T
T

T
T
T
T

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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The Lord Calls Us to Himself by the Preaching of Repentance in His Name
When “the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time,” sending him to preach judgment against
the great city of Nineveh, “Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD”
(Jonah 3:1, 3). By this preaching, the people were brought to repentance. Because they “believed God,”
as He spoke to them through His prophet, “they turned from their evil way” and were spared “the
disaster that he had said he would do to them” (Jonah 3:5, 10). St. Paul also warns that “the appointed
time has grown very short” (1 Cor. 7:29). Therefore, while we live in this world and deal with it, we are
not to cling to it, nor put our trust in it, for “the present form of this world is passing away” (1 Cor.
7:31). Rather, give “your undivided devotion to the Lord” (1 Cor. 7:35). When our Lord Jesus Christ
comes and is proclaimed in the Gospel, “the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand” (Mark
1:14–15). Therefore, He still calls men and sends them to become “fishers of men” with the net of that
Gospel (Mark 1:17).

