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As We Gather: “The good old days.” “They don’t make them like they used to.”
Oftentimes, we look to the past with a feeling of nostalgia. We think that things were
better or safer or greater “back then.” Perhaps we have this feeling with good reason;
after all, the future can be scary! What’s going to happen in the Middle East? Where is
the economy headed? What kind of world will my children live in? Yet, in today’s
Gospel, John assures his listeners of greater things to come. His message is one of hope
in the coming Savior. In Christ, we, too, have greater things to come—including
resurrection and life with Him forever. That’s reason for rejoicing, now and always!
Pre-Service Music
Welcome

Pastor King

Sharing of the Peace
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
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Stand

OPENING SENTENCES
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18
Pastor:
Rejoice always,
People: pray without ceasing,

Pastor King

Pastor:
give thanks in all circumstances;
People: for this is the will of God
All:

in Christ Jesus for you.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
John 8:12; John 1:5; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 2 Corinthians 4:6
Pastor:
Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
People: the light no darkness can overcome.
Pastor:
Let Your light scatter the darkness
People: and illumine Your Church.
(Light Advent Wreath during hymn)

HYMN

“We Light the Advent Candle” [Sts. 1–3: See Music Index]
We light the Advent candle
And wait for Christ to come.
With hope, we trust the promise
That He will bring us home.
Our hope is in our Savior
Who wins for us God’s favor.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!
We light the Advent candle
And thank the Lord for rest.
With peace, we know our Jesus
Has come to be our guest.
This peace beyond all knowing
Within our hearts is glowing.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!
We light the Advent candle
And sing with cheerful heart.
With joy, we spread the message
That God would us impart.
Our joy is never ending;
The Son to us is sending.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
[Permission is granted to reproduce this text for use December 3, 2017–February 11, 2018.
The above copyright notice must appear on each reproduction.]

Pastor King

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Introit (Cantor & Congregation)

Ps. 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: Ps. 85:7

Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.
Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back
to | folly.
Surely his salvation is near to those who | fear him,*
that glory may dwell | in our land.
Yes, the LORD will give | what is good,*
and our land will yield its | increase.
Righteousness will go be- | fore him*
and make his foot- | steps a way.

Kyrie

LSB 186

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Sit

Pastor King

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11

Pastor Perez

The Year of the LORD’s Favor
1

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor;
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
2
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
3
to grant to those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit;
that they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified.
4
They shall build up the ancient ruins;
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
8

For I the LORD love justice;
I hate robbery and wrong;
I will faithfully give them their recompense,
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them.
9
Their offspring shall be known among the nations,
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge them,
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed.
10
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
11
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to sprout up before all the nations.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24
Pastor Perez
16
17
18
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not
despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 22Abstain from
every form of evil.
23
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

(Cantor)

Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before
you.

Holy Gospel: John 1:6–8, 19–28
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.

Pastor Perez

6

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the
light, but came to bear witness about the light.
The Testimony of John the Baptist
19
And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you
Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us.
What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

24

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John
answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know,
27
even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.”
28
These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

Pastor Perez

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sit

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding
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Sermon

“Straighten that Path!”

Pastor King

Stand

Offertory

LSB 192

Sit

Offering
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Pastor Perez
Pastor:
Let us come before our Lord in prayer, asking Him to hear our prayer and
grant us joy.

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

Lord of joy, during this season of Advent, prepare our hearts that we would
be made ready to receive Your Son as He comes in His incarnation and
birth, but also in His body and blood. Make us ever ready for His final
coming on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, You have called Your Church to bear witness to Christ’s
redeeming work. Grant that we boldly proclaim the Good News of the One
who brings joy to the world through His life, death, and resurrection, that all
who hear it may receive the gift of salvation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, You have instructed us to pray for workers in Your harvest
field. Raise up faithful and loving teachers of Your Word so that Christ may
be proclaimed near and far. Make us Your instruments to encourage and
equip individuals for work in Your Church. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, we ask that You stretch forth Your almighty arm to protect the
men and women who serve in the Armed Forces of our land. Support them,
granting them courage and loyalty. Strengthen them to serve with integrity
and honor. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, You are the creator and sustainer of all things. According to
Your will, grant healing to those who suffer in body and mind. Look with

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Preface

favor upon Your servants, [especially those on our prayer list and in our
hearts . . .], and if it is Your will, restore them to health, or give them grace
to accept tribulation, knowing that Your grace is sufficient for them. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, thank You for sending the Gospel in the form of Your own Son
Jesus Christ, that we may truly know life at the resurrection. Please comfort
the hearts and minds of those who mourn during this season of celebration,
especially the friends and families of Elma Hoffman and Reba Morgan.
Keep us focused on the eternal reunion that the Christ Child delivers. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Lord of joy, thank You for calling us to be Your people through Holy
Baptism. Make us ready to receive Your Supper as we remember the One
who is truly present in this Meal as He comes to us in Holy Communion.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer and grant us joy.
Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy
and Your promise to hear us for the sake of the One in whose name we
come, Your Son, Jesus Christ.
Amen.
Pastor King
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P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, proclaiming
Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Lord's Prayer (Cantor)

LSB 196

The Words of Our Lord
Pastor King
LSB 197
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
P

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

Pastor King

Agnus Dei

LSB 197
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Sit

Distribution
620 Jesus Comes Today with Healing
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5

Let me praise God’s boundless favor,
Whose own feast of love I savor,
Bidden by His gracious call.
Wedding garments He provides me,
With a robe of white He hides me,
Fits me for the royal hall.

6

Now have I found consolation,
Comfort in my tribulation,
Balm to heal the troubled soul.
God, my shield from ev’ry terror,
Cleanses me from sin and error,
Makes my wounded spirit whole.

© David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010065.
Public domain

361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
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Stand

Nunc Dimittis

Thanksgiving
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Pastor King

LSB 200

A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction (DS3)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Pastor King

Announcements
T

Pastor King

T
T
T
T

347 Comfort, Comfort Ye My People
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