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Evening Prayer – Service of Light LSB 243 
 

Many Lights Are Brighter—Together! 
As We Gather  

As Christmas approaches, you may feel like you are doing everything alone, that 
the stress and struggle of the season will overwhelm your flickering, fading energy 
and endurance. Or you may be dreading the potential conflict that will come when 
you gather with family and friends for Christmas celebrations in only a few short 
days. The apostle Paul writes that our God is the God of endurance and 
encouragement. You may be tired. You may be discouraged. But Christ has visited 
His people, and He gathers us all so that we may shine more brightly together in 
this world of darkness and discouragement. As you continue to prepare for 
Christmas, may you be encouraged by your brothers and sisters in Christ who 
shine alongside you. 
 

PREPARATION 
 

649 Blest Be the Tie That Binds  LSB 649 sts. 1–3 
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Invocation  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Opening Sentences  
P Christ is coming soon. Alleluia! 
C We await His return and look for His coming. 
 
P The God of endurance and encouragement is our hope. 
C We look to the Scriptures for His instruction. 
 



P God calls us to live in harmony with one another 
C and glorify God with one voice. 
 
P As Christ has welcomed you, 
C so we will welcome one another. 
 
P Christ is coming soon. Alleluia! 
C We await His return and look for His coming. 
 
 

Phos Hilaron  LSB 244 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Thanksgiving for Light  LSB 245 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Psalm 141  LSB 245 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Day  
P Let us pray. 

 
Lord God, Creator of the universe, You have given us the Holy Scriptures for 
our encouragement. Unite and reconcile Your people together, that bound 
together, we may reflect the light of Christ into the darkness of this world, 
through Jesus Christ, the light of the world. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 1:1–11  
1The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and 

Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 
The Wickedness of Judah 

2Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth; 
for the LORD has spoken: 

“Children have I reared and brought up, 
but they have rebelled against me. 

3The ox knows its owner, 
and the donkey its master’s crib, 

but Israel does not know, 
my people do not understand.” 



4Ah, sinful nation, 
a people laden with iniquity, 

offspring of evildoers, 
children who deal corruptly! 

They have forsaken the LORD, 
they have despised the Holy One of Israel, 
they are utterly estranged. 

5Why will you still be struck down? 
Why will you continue to rebel? 

The whole head is sick, 
and the whole heart faint. 

6From the sole of the foot even to the head, 
there is no soundness in it, 

but bruises and sores 
and raw wounds; 

they are not pressed out or bound up 
or softened with oil. 

7Your country lies desolate; 
your cities are burned with fire; 

in your very presence 
foreigners devour your land; 
it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners. 

8And the daughter of Zion is left 
like a booth in a vineyard, 

like a lodge in a cucumber field, 
like a besieged city. 

9If the LORD of hosts 
had not left us a few survivors, 

we should have been like Sodom, 
and become like Gomorrah. 

10Hear the word of the LORD, 
you rulers of Sodom! 

Give ear to the teaching of our God, 
you people of Gomorrah! 

11“What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 
says the LORD; 

I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams 
and the fat of well-fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 
or of lambs, or of goats. 

Silence for reflection on God's Word. 
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 



Epistle: Romans 15:4–13  
4For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have 
hope. 5May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 6that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome 
one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
Christ the Hope of Jews and Gentiles 

8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the circumcised to show God’s 
truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order 
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles, 
and sing to your name.” 

10And again it is said, 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

and let all the peoples extol him.” 
12And again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse will come, 
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; 

in him will the Gentiles hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word. 
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 3:1–12  
John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

1In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3For this is he who was spoken of 
by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 

make his paths straight.’” 



4Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist, and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the 
region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid to the root of 
the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. 

11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is 
mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn 
with unquenchable fire.” 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word. 
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 
 
 

881 Christ, Mighty Savior  LSB 881 
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Sermon “Many Lights Are Brighter – Together!” Pastor King 
 

Magnificat  LSB 248 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

Offering –“Savior of the Nations Come”  Handbells 
 

Litany  
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For peace and salvation, for reconciliation and unity, let us pray to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For endurance and encouragement, let us pray to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For pastors, teachers, and all ministers and leaders in Your Church, let us pray 

to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For those who labor in difficult or dangerous vocations, let us pray to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For favorable weather and the nourishment of Your creation, let us pray to the 

Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For those who have not known the light of Christ or have fallen away into the 

darkness of the world, let us pray to the Lord 
C with one voice. 
 
P For all those who suffer illness and grief, [especially . . .], let us pray to the 

Lord 
C with one voice. 
 



 
Collect for Peace  

P O God, true peace can be found only in You. Though we have often walked in 
the darkness, You have sought us with the light of Christ. Cease all our sad 
divisions and bring peace to Your Church; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Lord's Prayer  
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Benedicamus  LSB 252 

 

 
 

Benediction  LSB 252 

 
 

332 Savior of the Nations, Come  LSB 332 



 

 

 
 
5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 
Into hell His road went down, 
Back then to His throne and crown. 

 
6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 
By Your mighty pow’r make whole 
All our ills of flesh and soul. 

 
7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 
Darkness there no more resides; 
In this light faith now abides. 

 
8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 
Glory to the Spirit be 
Now and through eternity. 
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