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Put On the Light!
As We Gather
As Christmas approaches, you may be concerned about preparations for your
various holiday celebrations. There are presents to buy, decorations to put up, cards
to send, and food to prepare. In the reading from Romans 13, Paul encourages us to
“put on the armor of light.” We often do not think about how we are preparing
ourselves for Christmas. We are often too focused on preparing the external rather
than the internal. As Advent begins, remember to prepare more than presents,
decorations, and cards. Prepare your heart and mind, body and soul to be ready
when Christ comes again. This includes putting on the armor of light.

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns
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Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Opening Sentences
P Christ is coming soon. Alleluia!
C We await His return and look for His coming.
P God calls us to cast off the works of darkness
C and put on the armor of light.
P The light of Christ shines in the darkness,
C and the darkness cannot overcome it.

LSB 348 sts. 1–3

P Awake from sleep and walk in the light.
C We walk in the light of the Lord.
P Christ is coming soon. Alleluia!
C We await His return and look for His coming.

Phos Hilaron
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Thanksgiving for Light
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Psalm 141
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Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
Lord God, Creator of the universe, You have enlightened all creation with the
light of Christ. Help us to cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light, through Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2:1–5
The Mountain of the LORD
1
The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

It shall come to pass in the latter days
that the mountain of the house of the LORD
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be lifted up above the hills;
and all the nations shall flow to it,
3
and many peoples shall come, and say:
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”

For out of Zion shall go the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide disputes for many peoples;
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
5
O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD.
Silence for reflection on God's Word.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle: Romans 13:11–14
11
Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from
sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is
far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and
jealousy. 14But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.
Silence for reflection on God's Word.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 24:36–44
No One Knows That Day and Hour
36
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered
the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will

be taken and one left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken
and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord
is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part
of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have
let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
Silence for reflection on God's Word.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You
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5

Sin’s debt, that fearful burden,
Cannot His love erase;
Your guilt the Lord will pardon
And cover by His grace.
He comes, for you procuring
The peace of sin forgiv’n,
His children thus securing
Eternal life in heav’n.

6

He comes to judge the nations,
A terror to His foes,
A light of consolations
And blessèd hope to those
Who love the Lord’s appearing.
O glorious Sun, now come,
Send forth Your beams so cheering,
And guide us safely home.
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Sermon
Magnificat
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Offering
Litany
P Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Send Your peace and salvation from above. Light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Unite all people by the power of Your cross and empty tomb. Light of the
world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Enlighten those who serve Your Church with wisdom, discernment, and a spirit
of peace. Light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Inspire those who bring beauty to this world through art, music, literature, and
theater. Light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Grant favorable weather for the nourishment of Your creation. Light of the
world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Deliver all those who suffer oppression, persecution, and the darkness of this
world. Light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.
P Send healing and care to all those who suffer illness and grief, [especially . . .].
Light of the world,
C shine in our darkness.

Collect for Peace
P O God, true peace can only be found in You. Though we have often walked in
the darkness, You have sought us with the light of Christ. Cease all our sad
divisions and bring peace to every nation of the world; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Lord's Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction
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357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 2–5

ref

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!
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