Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Divine Service - Setting One
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As We Gather: Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3). It is of great
comfort that almighty God treats us as His dear children. As the hymn says, although “He
knows how frail our powers,” still “His grace remains forever” and “His rule is over all”
(LSB 820:3–4). Yet while we rejoice in God’s tender mercy for us, today’s Readings
remind us that God intends that same mercy for those around us, our family, our own
children, and our brothers and sisters of the household of God. As John said, “Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1 John 4:11). In other words, we
who have received mercy are the very channels and messengers of that same mercy to
others. We renounce disgraceful ways that allow sin to drag either ourselves or others
down, and we bring God’s merciful forgiveness of sins to everyone.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome
Sharing of the Peace
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

867 Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

P I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.
P Brothers and sisters, we gather together as the baptized children of God. Let us
come to Him confessing our need of Him and begging His forgiveness.
C Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we, Your children, confess to You our
waywardness. We have sinned against You in our thoughts, in our words,
and in our deeds. We are sinful from birth. We do not deserve Your love.
Yet by Your own Gospel promise we dare to come before You imploring
Your grace. Forgive us our sins, gather us as Your own children, and give
us Your love and life. Amen.
P “Unless you turn and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever humbles himself like a child is the greatest in the kingdom of
heaven.”
Upon this your confession and prayer, I, as a called and ordained servant of
Christ and by His authority, forgive you all your sins, in the name of the Father
and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, You have made us Your children by our Baptism into Christ
and given us the hope of eternal life in the forgiveness of our sins. Help us to
share that life and forgiveness with all people, for all with us are in need of
Your mercy and deliverance; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7–9
P The Old Testament Reading is from Ezekiel, the thirty-third chapter.
7

“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever
you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If I say to
the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in his iniquity, but his
blood I will require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way,

and he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will
have delivered your soul.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Romans 13:1–10
P The Epistle is from Romans, the thirteenth chapter.
Submission to the Authorities
1
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2Therefore
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who
resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad.
Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and
you will receive his approval, 4for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do
wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one
must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of
conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are
ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to them:
taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.
Fulfilling the Law Through Love
8
Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another
has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of
the law.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1–6, 10–14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.

Who Is the Greatest?
1
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst of them
3
and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever humbles himself like this child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven.
5
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but whoever causes
one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for him to have
a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the
sea.
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
10
“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. 12What do
you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he
not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went
astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my Father who is in
heaven that one of these little ones should perish.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Children's Message

Cathy Swanstrom

725 Children of the Heavenly Father
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Sermon
Stand

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
Gracious Father, we believe that without Your Son, we are dead in our
trespasses and overcome by our own sinful desires. Be merciful to us, and
grant us a repentant faith, believing that in Jesus Christ You have raised us
from death to life and given us heaven instead of hell. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Fill us with joy and hope, that even in the midst of turmoil and strife we
know that we are Your children and that You care for us in all times. Please
be with all those on our prayer list, be with our first responders, be with all
those effected by the storms, and be with those we lift up in our hearts
before You… Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
We pray for all the little ones who believe in You, the youngest members of
Your family as well as those of every generation who are called Your
children. Bless parents, pastors, and teachers to teach Your truth and Your
ways, that we may grow in Christ’s forgiveness and live as Your children.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Give to us such love that cares for one another that we call those in sin to
repentance in order to joyfully speak Your forgiveness. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.
Protect, direct, and send Your Holy Spirit upon our ECE staff as Your
children are entrusted to their care, helping them to care fore the worldly
needs while introducing them to the eternal solution of Your grace. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in
Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sit

Installation of ECE Teachers and Staff

Those to be installed are presented before the altar.

P Dear sisters in Christ, you are to be installed as Staff and Teachers at Immanuel
ECE, a work in which our Father in heaven has great joy.
Hear the Word of the Lord:
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.
And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in
your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when
you rise.”
Beloved in the Lord, You are to assist us, the ministers of Word and Sacrament,
in the instruction of God’s people according to His holy Word. You are to
prepare yourselves for this work by your individual and corporate study of the
Word of God and the faith drawn from it as it has been delivered to us in the
Small Catechism.
While holiness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all members of
the congregation, it is especially important that you show yourselves, by word
and example, to be faithful to Him in service and Christian devotion.
In the presence of God and of this congregation, I therefore ask you: Do you
accept the position entrusted to you, and do you promise faithfully to carry out
your duties, trusting in the Lord and conforming yourself to His Word in
accordance with the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so, then
answer: I do.
R I do.
P Beloved in the Lord, you have heard the promises of faithfulness spoken by
these men and women. Do you promise to support them in their work, to
remember them in your prayers, and to work with them to the best of the
abilities that God has given you, so that He may be glorified and His work be
done in our midst? If so, then answer: We do.
C We do.
P Brothers and sisters in Christ, I install you as Staff and Teachers at Immanuel
Lutheran Church ECE in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P The almighty and most merciful God enlighten and strengthen you in your
service that you may be good and faithful leaders and teachers to the glory of
His name and the salvation of His people.
C Amen.
P Let us pray.
O Lord, grant to these Your people the gifts of wisdom and discretion, kindness
and faithfulness, so that they may effectively teach and guide, and grant to all
Your people a ready willingness to learn. Let the knowledge of Your Word be
preserved and extended among us so that all may know and praise You now and
forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
P Go in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. The
almighty and most merciful God, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit,
bless and preserve you.
C Amen.
Have Cathy introduce staff and teachers to the congregation
(return to their seats)
Offering
Stand

Offertory
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Lord's Prayer
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Collect
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power
and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come
to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the
lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may
achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Benediction (DS1)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Sit

Announcements
T
T
T
T
T receptions for ECE staff & teachers

644 The Church's One Foundation

5 Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
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O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
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