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As We Gather: One of the great ironies of our contemporary world is that people can
live in close proximity to one another in large cities and yet feel alone. Surrounded by
others, many people experience loneliness. Feeling alone can happen because of a broken
relationship, a chronic illness, or the death of someone near and dear. Today’s Readings
remind us that God is present for us in the midst of our loneliness. “You are a people holy
to the LORD your God,” we hear in Deuteronomy, “chosen . . . to be a people for His
treasured possession.” When Paul poses the question in Romans 8, “Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ?”—the answer is no one. Nothing in all creation will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus, our Lord. We gather at the altar today to
receive Christ’s body and blood, and He is present with us when we do so. To a lonely
world, and to our lonely times, today’s Readings shout, “You are not alone.” Jesus is
Immanuel, that is, “God with us.” And no trouble, distress, violence, or persecution can
overcome God’s present love for us in Jesus Christ.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome
Sharing of the Peace
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

818 In Thee Is Gladness
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by

His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Kyrie
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This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that,
receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6–9 -Sermon Text????
P The Old Testament Reading is from Deuteronomy, the seventh chapter.
6

“For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has
chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who
are on the face of the earth. 7It was not because you were more in number than any
other people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were the
fewest of all peoples, 8but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath
that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty
hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king
of Egypt.
9
Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps
covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments,
to a thousand generations.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Romans 8:28–39
P The Epistle is from Romans, the eighth chapter.
28

We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for
those who are called according to his purpose.
29
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those
whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified,
and those whom he justified he also glorified.
God’s Everlasting Love
31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?
32
He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not
also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one
who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;

we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
38

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:44–52
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
44
[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.
The Parable of the Pearl of Great Value
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls,
46
who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought
it.
The Parable of the Net
47
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and
gathered fish of every kind. 48When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down
and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the

close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous
50
and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.
New and Old Treasures
51
“Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And he said
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven
is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is
old.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Children's Message
645 Built on the Rock
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Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”
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Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Pastor: As the Lord’s treasured possession, let us bring our praise and our please
before the Lord.
Pastor:

You promise that nothing in all creation can separate us from the love of God
in Christ Jesus. Guide the rulers of our nation and of all the nations of the
world toward justice, wisdom, mercy, and peace. Watch over our military
personnel, and make Your comforting presence known to their families.
Protect innocent people in war-torn nations. Preserve us from acts of terrorism.
Reconcile us with our enemies. God of steadfast love,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

You work all things together for good for those who trust in You. Let Your
love and care sustain and encourage those who have requested our prayer,
[including . . .]. God of steadfast love,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

You redeemed us from slavery to sin through our Lord Jesus. Guide us to
recognize Your kingdom at work in this world, and help us so to love You, that
we serve our neighbors selflessly. God of steadfast love,

People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

Christ Jesus, the one who died and rose, is interceding for us. We boldly
entrust our prayers to You, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
People: Amen.
Sit

Offering
Stand

Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
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Preface
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It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who on this day overcame death and the grave and by His glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
LSB 161
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
LSB 162
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the

dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Pax Domini
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Agnus Dei
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Sit

Distribution
644 The Church's One Foundation
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Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
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850 God of Grace and God of Glory
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763 When Peace, like a River
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Stand

Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord
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Post-Communion Collect
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness
sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You

have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we
may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Benediction (DS1)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Sit

Announcements
T
T
T
T
T
T

851 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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