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As We Gather: With the whole creation we groan together in birthing pains, waiting for
the redemption of all things. Things are not how they were intended to be. We are not
home yet. This sad state of affairs is the result of people who are not God playing God.
The devil is in on this, sowing weeds throughout the field of this world. But there is no
God besides God the Holy Trinity, not in heaven above nor on earth below—not you, not
me, not anyone. The real God has appointed that we and all humanity are saved in hope
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Our true home is the kingdom of God
introduced by Jesus. Along our journey home, even when we do not know what to pray,
our hope is sustained by the intercessions of God the Holy Spirit, whose groanings on our
behalf are deeper than words can tell.
Pre-Service Music
Welcome
Sharing of the Peace
The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).

913 O Holy Spirit, Enter In
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Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P Let us pray.
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever
mindful of Your final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here
and dwell with You in perfect joy hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 44:6–8
P The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the forty-fourth chapter.
Besides Me There Is No God
6

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
“I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
7
Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.
Let him declare and set it before me,
since I appointed an ancient people.
Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.
8
Fear not, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
And you are my witnesses!
Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Second Reading: Romans 8:18–27
P The Epistle is from Romans, the eighth chapter.
Future Glory
18
For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of
the glory of the children of God. 22For we know that the whole creation has been
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23And not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in this hope we
were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?
25
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
26
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. 27And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Common Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel: Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.

The Parable of the Weeds
24
[Jesus] put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field,
25
but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat and went away. 26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared also. 27And the servants of the master of the house came and said
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have
weeds?’ 28He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him,
‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering
the weeds you root up the wheat along with them. 30Let both grow together until
the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’”
The Parable of the Weeds Explained
36
Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him,
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, “The
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 38The field is the world, and the
good seed is the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one,
39
and the enemy who sowed them is the devil. The harvest is the close of the age,
and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so
will it be at the close of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42and throw

them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
He who has ears, let him hear.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Children's Message
728 How Firm a Foundation

5

“Throughout all their lifetime My people will prove
My sov’reign, eternal, unchangeable love;
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And then, when gray hairs will their temples adorn,
Like lambs they will still in My bosom be borne.”
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Sermon

“Not Home Yet”
Romans 8:18–27

Pastor King

Stand

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
Pastor:
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people
according to their needs.
O God, You are merciful and gracious. The world and all it contains belongs to You, yet
the sufferings of this present time remind Your people that we are not yet
home. Help us to trust in Your mercy as we wait for You to fulfill all things.
Lord, in Your mercy,
People: hear our prayer.
Pastor:

People:

O God, You are merciful and gracious. You set up and depose rulers
according to Your will. Grant us wise and just men and women in all positions
of public trust in this and every land. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:

O God, You are merciful and gracious. Together with Your whole creation
people everywhere cry out in pain of body, mind, and spirit. Today we
especially hold before You [names] along with all we name in our hearts.
Sustain these and all who suffer afflictions, bringing them healing and
wholeness in Your good time and ways. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O God, You are merciful and gracious. Each day we are reminded that we are
not home yet. But according to Your promise, we are waiting for the new
heavens and the new earth, in which righteousness dwells. Until that day,
Lord, keep us from all evil, and keep our going out and our coming in from
this time forth and forevermore. For all of these things and whatever else You
know that we need, we ask through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns in communion and love with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

Offering
Stand

Offertory
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Lord's Prayer
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Collect
Lord God, bless Your Word wherever it is proclaimed. Make it a word of power
and peace to convert those not yet Your own and to confirm those who have come
to saving faith. May Your Word pass from the ear to the heart, from the heart to the
lip, and from the lip to the life that, as You have promised, Your Word may
achieve the purpose for which You send it; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Benediction (DS1)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Sit

Announcements
T
T
T
T

T
T

761 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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