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Love God – Care for Others

As We Gather
“Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and
abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). With these words, our dear Father
tenderly calls all humans, who by nature have turned away from the face-to-face
relationship of love for which He has created us. Don’t be afraid! He tenderly
invites us to return to His fatherly embrace. Jesus on the cross—the shape placed
with ashes on your forehead—this Jesus is proof that God is good, and that He
loves all people, eagerly awaiting our return to face-to-face communion with Him.
+ PREPARATION +
The congregation and minister(s) gather in silence. No music is played before the
service; no hymn is sung at the beginning of the service. The pastor and attendants enter
silently following the draped processional cross.
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Opening Sentences
P “Yet even now,” declares the Lord,
C “return to Me with all your heart,

Joel 2:12–13; Psalm 51:1

P with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
C and rend your hearts and not your garments.”
P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,
C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
P Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love;
C according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.
Litany
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.

P God the Father in heaven,
C have mercy.
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
C have mercy.
P God the Holy Spirit,
C have mercy.
P Be gracious to us.
C Spare us, good Lord.
P Be gracious to us.
C Help us, good Lord.
P From all turning away, dishonesty, ways of deceit, and loving of darkness;
from the wily deceptions of the evil one; from sudden and violent death; from
plague and hunger; from violence and bloodshed; from defiance and rebellion;
from calamity by earth, wind, fire, or water; and from everlasting death:
C Good Lord, deliver us.
P By the mystery of Your becoming human; by Your holy birth in Bethlehem;
by Your Baptism and Your anointing with the Holy Spirit and with power; by
Your fasting and temptation in the wilderness; by Your agony and bloody
sweat in Gethsemane; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and
burial; by Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the
Holy Spirit, the breath of God upon all people:
C Help us, good Lord.
P In all our times of trouble; in all our times of prosperity; in the hour of our
death; and in the great and terrible day of the Lord:
C Help us, good Lord.
P We poor sinners implore You
C to hear us, O Lord.
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word among us; to bless our prayer and
meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in body and soul; to lead us by Your
Word and Spirit in the ways of Jesus; to beat down Satan under our feet; and to
give heart to our longing and strength to our returning to You:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.

P To gather all men and women and children to Yourself; to bless all people who
are instructed in the way of Jesus; to watch over and console every human
being who is poor, sick, distressed, lonely, abandoned, addicted, downtrodden,
imprisoned, overlooked, and all of us who stand in need of Your mercy:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P To weave Your Spirit of peace among all the diverse peoples of this world,
that Your healing and wholeness may pervade all human relationships, health,
welfare, enterprise, education, and spirituality; to guide and order the affairs of
all who serve the public good whether in offices elected or appointed; to give
all pregnant women and mothers of young children increasing joy in their
blessings; to defend and comfort the fatherless, all widows, and all parents
whose children have preceded them in death:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P To return our hearts and the hearts of all human beings toward love in a faceto-face relationship with You; to turn toward peace the hearts of all enemies,
persecutors, and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P Lord, Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C grant us Your peace.
P O Christ,
C hear us.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.

P O God, You do not desire our death, but rather that we return from following
our own ways and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of
our sinful nature, for we admit that we are but dust returning to dust.
Mercifully forgive our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up
for those who return to Your love; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Imposition of Ashes
Job 42:6; Genesis 3:19
P Since ancient times, ashes have symbolized contrition. Job confessed, “I . . .
repent in dust and ashes.” They are also vivid reminders of our mortality: “For
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The imposition of ashes is a fitting
beginning to the forty-day Lenten journey. Although powerfully speaking the
Law, contrition, and mortality, ashes also speak the Gospel—applied in the
shape of the cross, where sin and death were conquered by Jesus, and we are
cleansed by the shedding of His blood. Each person present is invited to walk
down the aisle and receive the imposition of ashes on their forehead as these
words are spoken: “Dust you are, and to dust you shall return.”
Choir

“O Such Love, My Soul Still Ponder”
Congregation process forward to receive ashes

Hymn: 426 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

Wetzler
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Confession and Absolution
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for self-examination
P I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.
C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and
remission of all your sins. Amen.
C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to
you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in thought, word, and
deed by my fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault;
wherefore I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my
sins, and bring me to everlasting life. Amen.
P The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission
of all your sins. By the command of Jesus, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

+ WORD +
Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts,
that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive
from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Epistle

2 Corinthians 5:20—6:10
Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us.
We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness
of God.
1
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of
God in vain. 2For he says,
20

“In a favorable time I listened to you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as
servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in
afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless
nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine
love; 7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness
for the right hand and for the left; 8through honor and dishonor, through slander
and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well
known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing,
yet possessing everything.
L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Verse

Joel 2:13b
C Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to
anger, and abounding in steadfast love.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 26:1–13

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
The Plot to Kill Jesus
1
When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples, 2“You know
that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of Man will be delivered
up to be crucified.”
3
Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the palace of the
high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, 4and plotted together in order to arrest
Jesus by stealth and kill him. 5But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there be an
uproar among the people.”
Jesus Anointed at Bethany
6
Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, 7a woman
came up to him with an alabaster flask of very expensive ointment, and she poured
it on his head as he reclined at table. 8And when the disciples saw it, they were
indignant, saying, “Why this waste? 9For this could have been sold for a large sum
and given to the poor.” 10But Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you
trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me. 11For you always
have the poor with you, but you will not always have me. 12In pouring this
ointment on my body, she has done it to prepare me for burial. 13Truly, I say to
you, wherever this gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will
also be told in memory of her.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn: 421 Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing

5

O my God, my rock and tower,
Grant that in Your death I trust,
Knowing death has lost its power
Since You crushed it in the dust.
Savior, let Your agony
Ever help and comfort me;
When I die be my protection,
Light and life and resurrection.
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Sermon

“Jesus Anointed; You appointed”

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
P O Father, creating all things,
C have mercy.
P O God the Son, redeeming all things,
C have mercy.
P O God the Holy Spirit, filling all things,
C have mercy.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.
P O God, who takes no pleasure in the death of any person but desires that all
who have turned away from You would return from their own ways and
discover fullness of life in You;
O God, who invited Adam and Eve after their turning away to be honest about
their disobedience; who forgave Your disobedient people Israel at the
intercession of Moses; who put away David’s sins of murder and adultery
when he confessed them before You with a broken and contrite heart; who
spared the people of Nineveh when they repented in sackcloth and ashes;
who came into the world to save sinners; who received tax collectors and
prostitutes and broke bread with them; who delivered Mary Magdalene from
the powers of darkness; who in mercy looked with love upon Peter when he
denied You; who moved him to weep bitter tears in godly sorrow that leads to
returning; who on the cross promised paradise to the thief who asked You to
remember him in Your kingdom; who bore our shame in Your own body on
the tree; who was wounded for our transgressions and crushed for our
iniquities, bearing the chastisement that brought us peace; who provides ample
time and sacred space for us to get honest and return to You; who disciplines
and brings back people whom You love; who does not want any person to be
lost, but provides space and time for every person to change; who came to seek
and to save lost people; and who as far as the east is from the west remembers
our sins no more,
C Lord, have mercy.
P We poor sinners ask You to hear us:
That it may please You to bring us to truthful repentance; that, getting honest
with ourselves, we may experience freedom from condemnation; that in due
time Your Spirit may bring forth its fruit in our lives; that as we have let our
bodies and our minds become servants of uncleanness and sin, so we may now
yield them to You as servants of purity and wholeness; that, denying
ungodliness and the passions of this present age, we may live sober lives of
freedom learning to follow the ways of Jesus; that we may marshal and direct
our energies of body, mind, and spirit and bring them into submission to Your
will; that sin may not be our master; that we not let ourselves become enslaved
by any person, substance, or behavior; that as members of the Body of Christ

we crucify our false self with its ego-driven passions and desires; that we each
become free enough to let go of all bitterness and wrath and anger; that we
may never despise the riches of Your goodness, patience, and steadfast love;
that we may consider all things as loss compared to knowing and loving Jesus;
that dying to self-centeredness we may live for freedom in the way of Jesus;
that through the many troubles of our body, life, and circumstance in this
world, You would bring us at last to experience the full and gracious reign of
God in the new creation; and that it may please You graciously to hear us:
C O Son of God, we ask You to hear and answer our prayers.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C have mercy on us sinners.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.

Offering Hand Bells
Silence”

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep
Behnke

+ SACRAMENT +
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His
life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared
joyfully to celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those
whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our
sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on
the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us
faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own

testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate
with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone,
O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's death
until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood
to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the
dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei: 550 Lamb of God
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+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +
Hymn: 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive

5

Oh, how blest it is to know:
Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6

Now my conscience is at peace;
From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7

Jesus sinners doth receive;
Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Public domain

Hymn: 883 All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night

5

When in the night I sleepless lie,
My soul with heav’nly thoughts supply;
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest,
No pow’rs of darkness me molest.

6

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Public domain

Hymn: 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me

Public domain

Post-Communion Canticle

Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Thank You, gracious Father, for feeding us with the body and blood of Your Son,
Jesus, beneath these forms of bread and wine. Grant that as our eating and drinking
these physical elements nourishes the dust of our human bodies, so our eating and
drinking Jesus’ body and blood may vivify our whole spirit, soul, and body, making
us ready to be resurrected when He calls us forth on the Last Day; through the same
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C
Amen.

Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Hymn: 878 Abide with Me

sts. 1-4
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I hope and pray that the gift of God’s forgiveness and grace through
His Word and Sacrament has brought you peace as we begin our
Lenten Journey together.

Pastor King

