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Stand

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord
promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the apostle
Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.”

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and
are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We would
be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting
condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus
Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life.
The pastor addresses each candidate:

P
R

How is this child you named?
Esther Marie Alvarado

The pastor makes the sign of the holy cross upon the forehead and heart of each candidate while saying:

Sign of the Cross
P Esther Marie Alvarado, receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T
forehead and upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the
crucified.
P

C
P

Let us pray.
Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You condemned
the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your great mercy
You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in all. You drowned
hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet led Your people
Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this washing of Your
Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your beloved Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters to be a blessed
flood and a lavish washing away of sin.
We pray that You would behold Esther according to Your boundless mercy
and bless her with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that through this saving flood
all sin in her, which has been inherited from Adam and which she herself has
committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that [he/she/they] be kept
safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian Church, being separated from
the multitude of unbelievers and serving Your name at all times with a fervent
spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with all believers in Your promise,
[he/she/they] would be declared worthy of eternal life; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord.
Amen.
From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing
sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical
Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the Apostles’
Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever possible, to

witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for them, support
them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian faith, and
encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s Supper. They are
at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith in Christ and love
for the neighbor.
P
R

Is it your intention to serve Esther as sponsors in the Christian faith?
Yes, with the help of God.

P
C

God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and with
His grace fulfill what we are unable to do.
Amen.

P

Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark.
They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the
disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was
greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and
do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no
means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them,
and blessed them.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Message – Pastor Perez
The pastor places his hands on the head(s) of the candidate(s).

Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

P
C

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth and
even T evermore.
Amen.

Sit

P

Because this child cannot answer for herself, I ask that you answer on her
behalf until she can stand up and confirm for herself this baptism and the faith
given by the Holy Spirit.
Esther Marie Alvarado, do you renounce the devil?
R Yes, I renounce him.
P Do you renounce all his works?
R Yes, I renounce them.
P Do you renounce all his ways?
R Yes, I renounce them.
P
R

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
Yes, I believe.

P

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the living and
the dead?
Yes, I believe.

R
P

R

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting?
Yes, I believe.

P
R

Do you desire to have this child baptized?
Yes, I do.

The pastor pours water three times on the head of each candidate while saying:

P
C

Esther Marie Alvarado, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

The pastor places his hands on the head of the newly baptized while saying:

P

C

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the
new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins,
strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting.
Amen.

The pastor places a white garment on the newly baptized while saying:

P

Receive this white cloth to show that you have been clothed with the robe of
Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand without fear
before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.

The pastor lights a baptismal candle from the paschal candle and gives it to the newly baptized while saying:

P

Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is the
Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever watchful for
His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with Him into the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have no end.

A

In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you a member of His Son, our
Lord Jesus Christ, and an heir with us of all the treasures of heaven in the one
holy Christian and apostolic Church. We receive you in Jesus' name as our
sister in Christ, that together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and
proclaim the praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous
light.
Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord.

C
Stand

P

C
P

C

Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the
virgin Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care.
Help us remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture her
that she may attain to the full stature intended for her in Your eternal
kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.
Heavenly Father, You sent Your own Son into this world as the child of the
virgin Mary. We thank You for the life of this child entrusted to our care.
Help us remember that we are all Your children and so love and nurture her
that she may attain to the full stature intended for her in Your eternal
kingdom, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

P Peace T be with you.
C Amen.
Sit (Baptismal party may return to their seats.)
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Kyrie
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Gloria in Excelsis

LSB 154

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we
may love what You have commanded and desire what You promise, that
among the many changes of this world our hearts may be fixed where true
joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Sit

First Reading: Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60
P The Old Testament Reading is from Acts, the sixth chapter.
Seven Chosen to Serve
1
Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by
the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being
neglected in the daily distribution. 2And the twelve summoned the full number of
the disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of
God to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of
good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.
4
But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” 5And
what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon,
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6These they set before the
apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.
7
And the word of God continued to increase, and the number of the disciples
multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests became obedient to
the faith.
Stephen Is Seized

8

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs
among the people. 9Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of
those from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and disputed with Stephen.
2
And Stephen said:
“Brothers and fathers, hear me. The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham
when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran,
51
“You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the
Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52Which of the prophets did not your
fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of
the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53you who
received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”
The Stoning of Stephen
54
Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their
teeth at him. 55But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory
of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56And he said, “Behold, I see
the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57But
they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him.
58
Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down
their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59And as they were stoning
Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60And falling to his knees
he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when
he had said this, he fell asleep.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle: 1 Peter 2:2–10
P The Epistle is from 1 Peter, the second chapter.
2

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow
up to salvation— 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone,
a cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7

So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,”

8

and
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.”

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are
God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
Common Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel: John 14:1–14
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter.

I Am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life
1
[Jesus said:] “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in
me.
2
In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that
I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4And
you know the way to where I am going.” 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.

7

If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you
do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9Jesus
said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in
me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me, or
else believe on account of the works themselves.
12
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I
do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.
13
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in
the Son. 14If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
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Grant, then, O God, Your will be done,
That, when the church bells are ringing,
Many in saving faith may come
Where Christ His message is bringing:
“I know My own; My own know Me.
You, not the world, My face shall see.
My peace I leave with you. Amen.”
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Sermon
Prayer of the Church - Pastor Perez
Pastor: Jesus promised, “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it” (John 14:14).
Let us then confidently pray for all people in their various needs, the Church around the
world, and ourselves in our community and congregation.

People:

When we read about the needs of people in Jerusalem, we are reminded of
the plight of so many people around the world today. Provide them,
heavenly Father, with the leaders, economic conditions, and fruitful crops
they need. In Your mercy, give them food, clothing, shelter, and community.
We remember before You those known to us who call out to You in distress
of any sort, [including . . .]. Give them healing, relief, and comfort as fits
Your gracious plans. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:

People:
Pastor:
People:
Offering
Offertory

When we understand that the Early Church needed both lay and clergy
leaders to faithfully serve You, O Lord, and the people around them, we
consider the many gifts the Holy Spirit has placed within us. Open our eyes
that we may use all those resources to preach the Word, offer counsel and
aid, and announce the Gospel to our friends and neighbors. Send Your Holy
Spirit to be with Esther, giving her faith, wisdom, and strength to know and
rely upon you as Lord and Savior. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
When we see Stephen’s bold witness even to death, gracious God, we
recognize that the Church is facing opposition and persecution in many
places around the world. Protect and guide Your people wherever the Gospel
is proclaimed so that they may nevertheless announce Jesus as the only way,
truth, and life. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
When we hear Your promise, Lord Jesus, that Your followers will do great
things, we know that we need Your strength and guidance so that we may do
Your will in our various callings. Protect the armed forces of our country as
they seek to protect us; guide emergency and medical personnel as they
bring about healing and relief; bless farmers and merchants, musicians and
artists, and elected and volunteer leaders in our communities. May they
enable us all to rejoice and give thanks for each day You give us. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Into Your hands, heavenly Father, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

LSB 159

Collect
Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own possession.
Grant that our lives may evidence the working of Your Holy Spirit in love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control,
according to the image of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen. Amen. Amen.
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Announcements
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Yet she on earth has union
With God, the Three in One,
And mystic sweet communion
With those whose rest is won.
O blessèd heav’nly chorus!
Lord, save us by Your grace
That we, like saints before us,
May see You face to face.
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