Pre-Service Music
918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer
1
Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but Thou art mighty;
Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
Feed me till I want no more;
Feed me till I want no more.
2

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer,
Be Thou still my strength and shield;
Be Thou still my strength and shield.

3

When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside;
Death of death and hell’s destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side.
Songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to Thee;
I will ever give to Thee.
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Welcome
Stand

Invocation & Confession
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

LSB 918

P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your
holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C
Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C
Sit

Amen.

Old Testament Reading
P The Old Testament Reading is from Genesis, the twelfth chapter.

Genesis 12:1–9

1

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
4
So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5And Abram took Sarai his
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered,
and the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of
Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6Abram passed through the land to
the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the
land. 7Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give
this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From
there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and
called upon the name of the LORD. 9And Abram journeyed on, still going toward
the Negeb.
P
C
Epistle
P

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Romans 4:1–8, 13–17

The Epistle is from Romans, the fourth chapter.

1

What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the
flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about,
but not before God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God,
and it was counted to him as righteousness.” 4Now to the one who works, his
wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5And to the one who does not work
but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness, 6just
as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness
apart from works:
7

“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8
blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”
13

The promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world
did not come through the law but through the righteousness of faith.

14

For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no
transgression.
16
That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and
be guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to
the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17as it is
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

John 3:1–17

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.
This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a
teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is
with him.” 3Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born
again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb
and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of
the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not marvel that I
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
9
Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are
you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11Truly, truly,
I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen,
but you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you earthly things and you do
not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has
ascended into heaven except he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.
14
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
16
[Jesus said:] “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.
17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order
that the world might be saved through him.
2

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

C

Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message
732 All Depends on Our Possessing
1
All depends on our possessing
God’s abundant grace and blessing,
Though all earthly wealth depart.
They who trust with faith unshaken
By their God are not forsaken
And will keep a dauntless heart.
2

He who to this day has fed me
And to many joys has led me
Is and ever shall be mine.
He who ever gently schools me,
He who daily guides and rules me
Will remain my help divine.

3

Many spend their lives in fretting
Over trifles and in getting
Things that have no solid ground.
I shall strive to win a treasure
That will bring me lasting pleasure
And that now is seldom found.

4

When with sorrow I am stricken,
Hope anew my heart will quicken;
All my longing shall be stilled.
To His loving-kindness tender
Soul and body I surrender,
For on God alone I build.

5

Well He knows what best to grant me;
All the longing hopes that haunt me,
Joy and sorrow, have their day.
I shall doubt His wisdom never;
As God wills, so be it ever;
I commit to Him my way.

6

If my days on earth He lengthen,
God my weary soul will strengthen;
All my trust in Him I place.
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Earthly wealth is not abiding,
Like a stream away is gliding;
Safe I anchor in His grace.
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Sermon
Offering (sing during)
Offertory-We Give Thee But Thine Own
We give Thee but Thine own,
Whate’er the gift may be;
All that we have is Thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from Thee.
May we Thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us,
To Thee our firstfruits give!

Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

Lord's Prayer
LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against
us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.

LSB 166

Announcements
T
T
T
T
T
T

924 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
1
Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing,
Fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, Your love possessing,
Triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us; O refresh us,
Trav’ling through this wilderness.
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2

Thanks we give and adoration
For Your Gospel’s joyful sound.
May the fruits of Your salvation
In our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
To Your truth may we be found.

3

Savior, when Your love shall call us
From our struggling pilgrim way,
Let not fear of death appall us,
Glad Your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
Reign with You in endless day.
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