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What About … The Gospel
Dear Immanuel Members,
Grace to you and peace, from God Our Father, and our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ. Amen. I hope you will read and enjoy the following article, which is part
of the “What About” series by Dr. A. L. Barry, President, The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, ©2001. The entire series can be found at
https://steadfastlutherans.org/whatabout/

G

reetings to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. This has been prepared to show
you how much we need the Gospel, why it is such good news, how we receive it and
how we respond to it.

Why do we need the Gospel?
We cannot really understand how good the message of the Gospel is until we understand how
bad our situation is without it. We are poor miserable sinners. We sin daily and deserve
nothing but God’s wrath and punishment.
Without Jesus Christ, our situation would be totally hopeless. The Scriptures describe human
beings as dead in trespasses and sin. Without the mercy and cleansing of God through the
blood of Jesus Christ, there awaits for us only everlasting punishment in hell. Thus, we need
the Gospel— desperately!
What is the Gospel?
The word “gospel” is a translation of a Greek word that means,“an announcement of good
news.” The Gospel is the good news that God the Holy Trinity decided not to abandon
humanity when Adam and Eve first fell into sin. God decided then and there that sin and death
would not have the last word. He promised to send a Savior.

(continued on page 7)
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We Thank God
for Those
Who Serve
Our Lord and Savior always comes through.
Immanuel, “God with us,” is certainly with us
as the congregation provides us with a House
of Worship.
The altar area is ready for us “Miserable
Sinners” to humbly call God to forgive us. This
House of Prayer has its doors open; the music
is heard, the ringing of the bell calls all to
come, the atmosphere is right for singing,
praying, and listening.
Never forget that we have people who do this
preparation behind the scenes. Oh, once in
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awhile the lights fail, the area is too cold, even
the sound will not work, but all this can be and
is corrected by our fellow members who serve
the Lord in this way. Praise be to God, thank
the Lord over and over. We have the Altar
Guild, the Elders and Pastor, Greeters, Ushers,
and Acolytes who all serve God and us. Thank
them over and over.
I suppose my greatest joy is to see acolytes
light the candles. When I first arrived at
Immanuel, our 8th grade day school children
served as Acolytes. Even though our school
closed, we still have our children and youth
members serving the Lord as Acolytes today. It
is good that parents encourage and help their
children to serve our Lord.
Oh, give thanks to the Lord for HE IS GOOD.

~Pastor Perez

Midweek Lent Services
•

•

Week 1, February 17
Ash Wednesday
Divine Service w/Communion
Week 2, February 24
Feast of St. Matthias

each midweek service, 5:30-6:30 pm. The
current meal schedule is:
February 17, Ash Wednesday
Baked Spaghetti / ECE
February 24
Chopped Beef BBQ Sandwiches / SAY
March 3
Stuffed Baked Potatoes / Lauren Neu
March 10
TBD / Trustees
March 17
Corned Beef and Cabbage / Evangelism

Readings will pair selections from Isaiah’s
Servant Songs with the Passion reading from
St. Matthew, who stresses throughout his
Gospel how the Old Testament finds its
fulfillment in our Lord Jesus and in the events
of His life. The Psalm in each service is a plea
for rescue and deliverance.
•

•

•

•

Week 3, March 3
Truly you are a God who hides himself
Week 4, March 10
One deeply despised, abhorred by the
nation
Week 5, March 17
I hid not my face from disgrace and
spitting
Week 6, March 24
The LORD has laid on him the iniquity of
us all

Services will be at 7:00 pm and a meal
prepared by member volunteers will precede

March 24
TBD / Elders
We thank all the members who are providing
these meals before our services. If you are
interested in coordinating the meal for
March 24, please contact Winnie McNamara.

Please mark your calendars for these special
services:
Maundy Thursday, April 1
with Communion, 7:00 pm
Good Friday, April 2
with Communion, 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil, April 3
6:00 pm
Easter Sunday, April 4
Service with Communion, 9:00 am
Breakfast following the service / Elders

(No Bible Class nor Sunday School)
~Pastor Gaub & Winnie McNamara
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of its spiritual power and robs us of the joy
that Christ and the Scriptures assign to it.

Focus on Stewardship

On top of that, since this generosity is linked to
faith and knowledge of divine things, a lack of
excelling in giving is sure sign that our faith
and knowledge of God are under attack as
well.

“I am not commanding you, but I want to test
the sincerity of your love by comparing it with
the earnestness of others. For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become
rich.” (2 Corinthians 8:8-9)

Thus St. Paul points to the foundation of
generosity: the generosity of Christ Himself.
Even though He was rich, He became poor so
that we who are poor might become rich.
Thus, the incarnation, suffering, and death of
our Lord on the cross is the reason, source,
and driving force for our generosity in giving to
the church.

Without commands or even arm-twisting, St.
Paul encourages, even challenges, the Church
in Corinth to demonstrate the sincerity of their
faith by their generosity in giving. He does this
because giving generously is a gift of the Spirit
given to us through the Gospel.

And since Christ who was rich became poor so
that we might be rich in His grace—of which
generous giving is part—so we also who are
rich in His grace can excel in pressing His grace
into service toward the gracious work of the
church.

St. Paul wrote: “But just as you excel in
everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in complete earnestness and in your love for
us—see that you also excel in this grace of
giving.” (2 Corinthians 8:7) In other words,
just as we grow in faith and speech and
knowledge of eternal things by the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God, so also do we grow
in giving from the same Spirit through the
same Word.

Pay attention to what you give to the church
so that you may excel at it. And if you find that
your heart has grown cold or indifferent toward
it, immerse yourself in God’s Word. Read it at
home. Attend Bible Class. Hear and listen to it
preached in the Divine Service. Be reminded of
what Christ has done for you in His
incarnation, suffering, and death. For this will
strengthen your faith and knowledge. And
where that excels, so will the grace of giving
excel also.

The problem is that the grace of generosity
often grows cold in us. It’s not so much that
we stop giving, but we don’t put it first. We
treat it like all the other bills that must be paid.
It becomes a chore, just one more thing to
check off a list of things to do. That empties it
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~submitted by Kathy Angst
[Stewardship newsletter insert for February 2021, from
the LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=
C0JBhTaSrtmveXRC9uziz3tJEgUJPxow]

Sunday School
Christmas Celebration 2020
Celebrating the Birth of Jesus

Opening together

Tossing large marshmallows (like
snowballs) into the cups
arranged in the manger.

Learning the Christmas story by
putting story details in sequence.

Little Lambs taking turns
punching the tree for prizes
and playing together.

Fun with the large plastic wrap ball
filled with candy, prizes and special
instruction cards. Laughs galore!
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Sunday School
The New Year has begun with showing the children’s
creative side through crafts. The children added
beautiful colors with markers and paint pens to the
little wooden nutcrackers.

During January, the lessons have covered
the “Books of the Bible” for the Little
Lambs and “New Testament” for the Older Sheep. We continue to learn about Jesus’ life and
the wonderful things He does for us.

Love Sharing the Word of
Jesus? Love Children?
Helping with Sunday
School might be for you!
For more information, contact
Cathleen Chevallier, SS Supt
jcsnchevallier@gmail.com
936-499-5531

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old, he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6

Cathleen Chevallier
Sunday School Superintendent
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The Gospel . . .
(continued from page 1)
When the time was right, God sent His Son
into our world to be born of the Virgin Mary.
Our Lord Jesus Christ lived a perfect life for us.
On the cross, He received the penalty and
punishment for the sins of the whole world,
offering Himself as the perfect sacrifice for sin.
Jesus rose from the dead, victorious over our
ancient enemies: sin, death and the devil.
Therefore, each Christian is able with great joy
and confidence to declare before the whole
world: “My Lord Jesus Christ has redeemed
me, a lost and condemned person, purchased
and won me from all sins, from death, and
from the power of the devil; not with gold or
silver, but with His holy, precious blood and
with His innocent suffering and death.”
What glorious good news! The one, true
eternal and all-powerful God came into our
world to live, suffer, die and rise again for us.
We, who are unholy and unrighteous, receive
the forgiveness of all our sins and thus receive
the perfect holiness and righteousness of
Christ our Savior—as a free gift—purely
because of His love for us. That is good news!
That is the Gospel!
How do we receive this great salvation in
our lives today?
How do we personally receive the forgiveness
Christ won for the entire world? How does
what happened on the cross nearly 2,000
years ago flow into our lives today?
Here too there is very good news. God,
through His Gospel, offers us forgiveness and
help against sin in more than one way. God is
surpassingly rich in His grace. He gives His
Gospel to us through His Word, through

Baptism, through the Sacrament of the Altar,
and through confession and absolution. These
are the ways God enters our lives today to
apply to us personally the great salvation
Christ won for the world.
The Holy Spirit works through the Word of the
Gospel to create and sustain faith in our heart
that Christ is the Savior of the world, and thus
our Savior too. The Bible is the Word of God,
written down for our learning and edification.
The Scriptures are filled with the good news of
Jesus Christ and all that He has done for us.
Through the almighty, Spirit-filled Word, God
gathers us into His church, which is truly the
mother that begets and bears every Christian
through the Word of God. The Holy Spirit is
present, effective and active through the Word
when it is proclaimed, heard and meditated
upon.
The Sacrament of Holy Baptism is water
included in God’s command and combined with
God’s Word; or as St. Paul says in Holy
Scripture, “The washing of water with the
word.” Through Baptism, we are made
partakers of Christ’s death and resurrection.
Therefore, we know that Baptism works
forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the
devil, and gives eternal life to all who believe.
Since Baptism is connected to the Word and
promise of God, it is truly a life-giving water,
rich in grace—a washing of the new birth in
the Holy Spirit.
Christ has provided a special application of the
Gospel through confession and absolution.
Confession is admitting our sins to God and
receiving His forgiveness from our pastor, as
from God Himself, not doubting, but firmly
believing that by it our sins are forgiven before
God in heaven.

(continued on page 8)
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The Gospel . . .
(continued from page 7)
Thus, by divine ordinance, Christ Himself has
entrusted absolution to his Christian church
and commanded us to absolve one another
from sins.
The Lord’s Supper is the true body and blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ, under the bread and
wine, instituted by Christ Himself, for us
Christians to eat and to drink. In the Lord’s
Supper, Christ’s body and blood are given to us
as our treasure and gift which sustains our
faith and life in Him. If you are heavy-laden
and feel your weakness, go joyfully to the
Sacrament and receive refreshment, comfort
and strength.
Those who want to be forgiven by God and
who want to enjoy His presence in their lives,
hunger and thirst for the Word and
Sacraments. With the Psalmist we say, “My
soul thirsts for God, for the living God. When
can I go and meet with God?” God has
provided the means to receive Him. So,
Christians hunger and thirst for God’s Word,
absolution, the Sacrament, etc. We have the
certainty that God meets us and gives us what
we need in His means of grace. The
forgiveness Christ won for the world on the
cross is applied to us personally by God
through His Word and Sacraments. What a joy
for us to know that where there is forgiveness
of sins, there is also life and salvation.
Thus, we believe that we cannot, by our own
reason or strength, believe in Jesus Christ our
Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit calls
us by the Gospel, enlightens us with His gifts,
sanctifies and keeps us in the true faith. In the
same way, He calls, gathers, enlightens and
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sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth,
and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true
faith. In this Christian church He daily and
richly forgives all of our sins, and the sins of all
believers.
How does God cause us to respond to His
Gospel?
We love God because He first loved us. Our
Lord is at work in us both to will and to do
what is pleasing to Him. Christians look to the
Ten Commandments to know what is pleasing
to God and wish to serve Him in gratitude for
the great salvation that is theirs in Christ.
From the Word of God we learn that God
wants us to put Him first, above any other
person or thing, to respect His name and not
misuse it, to hear and obey His Word. Children
are to honor and obey their parents and others
in authority. We are to look out for the welfare
of others, doing nothing to hurt or harm our
neighbor. We are to live sexually pure and
decent lives, with husbands and wives loving
and honoring each another. In looking out for
our neighbor’s welfare and helping him to
improve and protect his property and business,
we are also to take care not to lie about our
neighbor, but to help, support and defend him
in every need, and, finally, we are to be
content with what we have been given, and
not want what is not ours.
What a joyful privilege we have to serve God
and others! He gives us the opportunity to
bear witness to our faith through both our
words and our deeds.
How is the Gospel obscured?
The Gospel is obscured by well-intentioned
people who want to encourage a life of good
works,

(continued on page 9)

The Gospel . . .
(continued from page 8)
and end up making Christians think that it is by
their works that they are saved. This is a great
danger. Through His Word and Sacraments,
Jesus is constantly working in our lives to
forgive our sins and strengthen our relationship
with God. God always receives the credit for
our salvation. He is the one working in us. This
is not something we can do. Our good works
are the result of God’s love in our hearts and
lives. Our good works in this life do not save
us, only Christ saves us. Works serve our
neighbor and show to the world that we are
grateful for God’s mercy in our lives.
Another way the Gospel can be obscured is
when too much emphasis is put on an
emotional response to the Gospel. Some
Christians believe that unless they have some
sort of ecstatic, charismatic experience, or feel
some sort of “spiritual high,” they are not really
Christians. It is truly sad that some people look
into their own hearts for the security that they
are children of God, instead of putting their
hope and trust in the objective work of Christ
for them, and in the means God uses to come
to them—His Word and Sacraments.
If we find ourselves beginning to ask, “Am I
doing enough?” or thinking, “It doesn’t matter
what I do, for God will forgive me anyway,”
then we are at risk of losing Christ and His
forgiveness.
We look always to Jesus and put our hope and
trust in Him. He is our Savior. And, that’s good
news!
All blessing, honor, thanks and praise to
Father, Son and Spirit, the God who saved us

by His grace. All glory to His merit! O triune
God in heaven above, you have revealed your
saving love. Your blessed name we hallow.
(“Salvation Unto Us Has Come,” LSB 555 st. 10)

•

There will be NO administrative
meetings (Boards, Council, Voters)
during Lent.

•

Monday night Bible study will not meet
February 15 through Easter.

In the article about the Pace’s visit in last
month’s issue of Connections on page 8, the
Editor erred in asserting a formal partnership
between Immanuel and the Cayman Islands
mission ministry. The Editor regrets the error.

Newsletter Contributors
Editor………………….….…..Barbara Szalkowski
Contributors……………….……...….Kathy Angst
………………………………………….Dr. A. L. Barry
…………………………………..Cathleen Chevallier
…………….…..…………………………Karen Evans
…………………………………Pastor Richard Gaub
………………………………….Stephen Hernandez
……………………………………Winnie McNamara
…………………………………Pastor Claudio Perez
Graphic Design………...…Matthew Szalkowski
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Immanuel Lutheran Church - February 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

Tuesday

2

Wednesday

3

Thursday

4

Monday night
Bible Study
@ 7:00 pm

7 Usher Team #4

8

Usher Team #5
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

21Usher Team #2
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

28 Usher Team #4
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

Saturday

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27

Handbells
@7:00 pm

9

10

11

Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class &
Sunday School
@ 10:30 am

14

Friday

Handbells
@7:00 pm

15

16

Offices Closed
ECE Closed
NO Monday Night
Bible Study until
after Easter

22

23

17
Usher Team #1
Lent Dinner
Baked Spaghetti / ECE
5:30-6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday
Midweek Service
w/Communion
@ 7:00 pm
24 Usher Team #3
Lent Dinner
Chopped BBQ
Sandwiches / SAY
5:30-6:30 pm
Midweek Service
@ 7:00 pm

18

Handbells
@7:00 pm

25

Handbells
@7:00 pm

Sunday
February 7

Sunday
February 14

Ash Wednesday
February 17

Sunday
February 21

Wednesday
February 24

Sunday
February 28

Elder

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Steve H.

Acolyte
Usher
Team

Eve H.
#4
John C.

Malachi W.
#5
Bill O.

Elder

Elder

#1
Bill E.

Molly H.
#2
Larry G.

#3
Lonnie A.

Nikki B.
#4
John C.

Media

Melissa T.

Jackie A.

No Media

Karen E.

No Media

Barbara S.

Audio

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Max B.

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Max B.

Altar Guild

Carolyn B.

Carolyn B.

Carolyn B.

Carolyn B.

Carolyn B.

Carolyn B.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.

Wednesday
March 3

Sunday
March 7

Wednesday
March 10

Sunday
March 14

Wednesday
March 17

Elder

Ray T.

Ray T.

Ray T.

Ray T.

Ray T.

Acolyte
Usher
Team

Elder

Elder
#2
Larry G.

Eve H.
#3
Lonnie A.

Elder

#5
Bill O.

Emily H.
#1
Bill E.

#4
John C.

Media

No Media

Melissa T.

No Media

Barbara S.

No Media

Audio

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Max B.

Gerald O.

Ray T.

Altar Guild

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Sunday
March 21

Wednesday
March 24

Palm Sunday
March 28

Maundy Thursday
March 31

Elder

Ray T.

Ray T.

Ray T.

Ray T.

Acolyte
Usher
Team

Malachi W.
#5
Bill O.

Elder
#1
Bill E.

Molly H.
#2
Larry G.

Nikki B.
#3
Lonnie A.

Media

Karen E.

No Media

No Media

No Media

Audio

Gerald O.

Max B.

Ray T.

Max B.

Altar Guild

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.

Immanuel Lutheran Church
1440 Cortlandt St
Houston, TX 77008
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Return Service Requested
To the Family of:

Witness, Mercy, Life Together T
In Christ, for the Church and the World
Divine Service with
Imposition of Ashes
& Holy Communion
February 17
7:00 pm
Dinner 5:30-6:30 pm
Baked Spaghetti Casserole
prepared by ECE Staff
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