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God’s Love Is Certain
Grace, mercy and peace are yours from God our Father, and from our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
As we continue to navigate through these uncertain times, we do so with great certainty of
God’s great love for us in His Son Jesus Christ. We KNOW He came to live the perfect life for
us. We KNOW He suffered and died for us. We KNOW He rose from the dead for us. We
KNOW that He will come again!
The world around us changes – new orders – new statistics – more fear!
You have been Baptized into Christ! There is nothing to fear.
Romans 8:35-39 (ESV)
35

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to
be slaughtered.”

37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved
us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
(continued on page 3)
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June Report
The Lord’s Day

“Stay at home” is the warning given to persons
65 or older, and to those who have certain
health conditions – heart, lung, diabetes, or
shortness of breath. I’m in both groups, so my
wife keeps me indoors and once in a great
while asks me to come along as she does her
shopping. I stay in the car.
June 14th we attended church to congratulate
our two acolytes who were confirmed, Nicole
Bolen and Molly Hairgrove. As always, their
families invited grandparents and friends to
witness the event.
Being Flag Day I bought US flags to give the
children. My theme was centered on the
Christian flag. I focused on the US flag, that
we live in a country where freedom of religion
is practiced. Then I explained that the symbols
and colors of the Christian flag.

Note: Pastor Perez was unable to attend the Voters’
meeting in June. He wanted to make his report available
to the members, so in addition to making it available in
the worship folder July 5, 2020, it is reproduced here.

The month of April, I made no visits, due to
COVID-19. Being at risk with my age and
health issues, I stayed indoors. However, I
kept in touch with my shut-in members
through mail and phone calls.
May was the same, talking and giving
information and watching Immanuel’s services
that were available to online.
June looked very promising, COVID-19 danger
dropped every day. I made three visits after
calling and asking if I could come. Wearing
masks and gloves, I only did one visit a week.
I had to stop, though, because the numbers on
the virus in Houston started going up again,
sending me back indoors.
One of our shut ins, Vernice Wilson, sustained
a broken arm. Please keep her in your prayers.

~Pastor Claudio Perez

My day ended with a good feeling when a
member said that she liked the Children’s
message. Sunday proved to be a wonderful
day. Hymn singing, a noon luncheon, and
fellowship. This is the day the Lord has made.

~Pastor Claudio Perez
Immanuel Lutheran ECE School & Staff are
looking forward to the start of a new school
year! We cannot wait to have all of our
students in class.
Please continue to keep our ECE families and
staff in your prayers in this time of unease and
uncertainty. God bless you all.
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Certain . . .
(continued from page 1)
In the midst of these uncertain times, we also
have the comfort of the Divine Liturgy and the
great hymns that have been handed down to
us through the ages.

Liturgy and Hymns: The Liturgy is more like
a perennial in the garden than an annual.
Annuals are dug up at the end of the season
and discarded and something new is planted in
its place. So it is with disposable liturgies that
are here one Sunday and gone the next. But
perennials are lovingly shaped and pruned,
sometimes drastically, sometimes modestly,
always carefully and with an eye towards the
future. In the same way, the Liturgy is
carefully shaped and pruned, using the best
from the past and adding to it the best of the
present for those who will come after us. We
are neither the first to believe in Christ, nor,
should the Lord delay in His appearing, will we
be the last. We honor the saints who have
fought the good fight of faith ahead of us and
now cheer us on to our finish. And we are
careful to hand on a tradition to our children
that is faithful to the “faith once delivered to
the saints.” Rev. William Cwirla, Didache, 3
We continue to have Divine Service every
Sunday at 9:00am, and the steps that we are
taking fall well within the guidelines of the
government:
Please practice social distancing at church.
Do not cross into the areas that are taped off.
Please leave the sanctuary as soon as the
service is over and head to the parking lot.
Members are encouraged to wear a mask.

Please take your bulletin with you after the
service.
Please leave your offering in the offering plate
at the entrance to the Sanctuary.
If you are feeling ill, please stay home!
Communion distribution is done ‘convention
style’ in a continuous line, one side of the
building, then the other. If you are not
comfortable with receiving the Lord’s Supper,
you are free to choose not to receive it.
The pastor and assistants are following
cleaning and sanitation protocols when
handling the communion elements.
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class are
suspended until at least mid-September.
If you have any questions or concerns, please
let us know! We look forward to seeing you
soon at the Divine Service.

~In Christ,
Pastor Richard Gaub

The June 28 Voters’ meeting was short of a
quorum. The members present voted to
provisionally approve the FY2020-2021 Budget
and the Slate of Officers and ratify these
decisions at the next Voters’ meeting. Voter
packets for the June 28 meeting are available
from the church office.
The Altar Guild meeting, originally scheduled
for Sunday, August 9, has been cancelled.
Adult Bible class is tentatively set to resume on
Sunday, September 13, at 10:30 am. We will
begin a study of the Gospel of Matthew.
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Summer Sunday School
~Cathleen Chevallier, SS Supt.

Remembering!
Memorial Day Activities and “Reaching
Out” Service Project to Shut-ins and
the Senior members of Immanuel.

Kyla’s beautiful artwork, above
and handy ark building, below.

Lucas and family’s
beautiful artwork

Theme for April and May: Noah’s Ark
and God’s Promise of the Rainbow

Floating Noah’s Ark Project
The children worked hard at
putting the arks together and
then having them float on water.
Jesus at Work!
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More Summer Sunday School Fun

RAINBOWS

Joy and Isaac doing a
lace up exercise and
rainbow creation.
Rainbows and Animals

Evie’s Ark with her
animals and a smile

June and July Theme:
Elements of Faith
Focusing, Listening,
Seeing Jesus’ signs and
putting His work into
action.
Cloud by Day/Pillar of
Fire by Night Project
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On Sunday, June 14,
Immanuel members
celebrated with Nicole
Bolen and Molly
Hairgrove as they
professed their faith in
the rite of Confirmation.

Dominican Republic
Ministry - Seminario
Concordia El Reformador
[Excerpt from 2020 Quarter 2 issue]

(left to right) Nicole Bolen, Pastor Gaub, Molly Hairgrove
~photo by Melissa Hairgrove

At the end of May, Concordia the Reformer
Seminary and Mercy Center (CMSCR) hosted
the III Theological Symposium in a virtual
series of presentations and discussions
facilitated by CMSCR's faculty and pastors from
around Latin America. Appropriately titled New
Challenges in Times of Disaster, each
presentation centered on a unique aspect
regarding the world we are living in today: one
full of illness, fear, and uncertainty. The event
was a whopping success with 17 countries
represented and around 175 committed
viewers each night. Bringing together Latin
American pastors and laity to study common
beliefs creates a fellowship among those who
are scattered to the ends of the earth, teaching
and preaching the Good News. Join us in
thanking God for a successful online
Symposium this year!
The Fall Foro will be held virtually on
September 12. Contact Courtney Zalmanoff at
courtney.zalmanoff@lcms.org with questions or
for more information.

~photo by Lauren Neu
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Sign up for the DRLM Foro newsletter on
Courtney’s LCMS website
https://www.lcms.org/zalmanoff

Focus on Stewardship
Winston Churchill reportedly said, “we make a
living by what we get, but we make a life by
what we give.” According to Churchill then, our
lives are defined less by what we have gotten
and more by what we give away.
Our Lord’s life is defined in this way. He gave
completely of Himself for us. He became man
for us. He taught the truth of God’s Word. He
healed those with many and various diseases.
He died the death that we deserve because of
sin. He gave of Himself in order to save us
from sin, death, and hell. So it is that by giving
completely of Himself, He got us for Himself,
making us citizens of His eternal kingdom by
grace.
As it was for Jesus, so it is also for us. We get
more from giving than we do from simply
getting. Giving softens our hearts and frees us
from the worries of this world and making a
living. For when we are singularly focused on
making a living, we are singularly focused on
what we get.
That mindset begins to bleed into all areas of
our lives – our relationships with friends and
family, with neighbors and coworkers, and with
the Lord. It shifts our focus from asking “How
can I be a friend, family member, neighbor,
and servant to others?” to “What have they
done for me lately?” We become more selfish
instead of selfless.

But, when we give, we do not have less, and
we do not become less. We have more and
become more. Because when we give, we join
in the bond of friendship and family, the bond
of service to those around us out of love for
them. And love is the fulfillment of the Law. It
is the nature of God Himself, for God is Love.
Thus, we are participating in the divine nature.
As Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than
to receive” (Acts 20:35).

~submitted by Kathy Angst
[Stewardship newsletter insert for August 2020, from
the LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=
4NSB6GeyDuqXX9zZh03wy3xeeolfRfA9]
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ECE 4 of July Celebration
th

We celebrated with a Chick-fil-A lunch, a
tricycle parade, popsicles, and patriotic hats
and activities!
Photos by: Ashlee Henderson, Winnie
McNamara, Mireida Miranda, and Cathy
Swanstrom
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

2 Usher Team #4

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am

9

Usher Team #5
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am

16Usher Team #1

Wedding
Sanctuary
@ 5:00 pm
Pastor Cain

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 Usher Team #2 24

25

26

27

28

29

1

2

3

4

5

Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am

Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am

30 Usher Team #3
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Social Ministry
Door Offering

31

Elder

Sunday
August 2
Ray T.

Sunday
August 9
Ray T.

Sunday
August 16
Ray T.

Sunday
August 23
Ray T.

Sunday
August 30
Ray T.

Acolyte
Usher
Team
Media

Molly H.
#4
John C.
Karen E.

Nikki B.
#5
Bill O.
Barbara S.

Emily H.
#1
Bill E.
Melissa T.

Molly H.
#2
Larry G.
Jackie A.

Nikki B.
#3
Lonnie A.
Karen E.

Audio

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Max B.

Ray T.

Gerald O.

Altar Guild

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Denise G.

Trustee

Max B.

Max B.

Max B.

Max B.

Max B.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.

Elder
Acolyte
Usher Team
Media
Audio
Altar Guild
Trustee

Sunday
September 6
Max B.

Sunday
September 13
Max B.

Sunday
September 20
Max B.

Sunday
September 27
Max B.

Emily H.
#4
John C.
Barbara S.

Molly H.
#5
Bill O.
Karen E.

Nikki B.
#1
Bill E.
Melissa T.

Emily H.
#2
Larry G.
Jackie A.

Max B.
Bonnie T. &
Evelyn M.

Ray T.
Bonnie T. &
Evelyn M.

Gerald O.
Bonnie T. &
Evelyn M.

Max B.
Bonnie T. &
Evelyn M.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.
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