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Pentecost
As we celebrate The Feast of Pentecost on May 31, the season of Pentecost has
as its emphasis growth in the Christian life and faith. Our Catechism focus is on
Confession and Absolution, for as Martin Luther wrote in the very first of his 95
theses, “When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, ‘Repent,’ He willed the
entire life of believers to be one of repentance.”
What is Confession? Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second,

that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from God Himself, not
doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven before God in heaven.
Martin Luther writes of the surety of God’s Word in absolution:

“A number of people have been teaching us that we should, and must necessarily, be
uncertain about absolution, and doubt whether we have been restored to [the state of] grace and our sins forgiven – on the grounds that we do not know whether our contrition has been
adequate or whether sufficient satisfaction has been made for our sins. . . . Be on guard
against these misleading and un-Christian gossips. The priest is necessarily uncertain as to
your contrition and faith, but this is not what matters. To him it is enough that you make
confession and seek an absolution. He is supposed to give it to you and is obligated to do so.
What will come of it, however, he should leave to God and to your faith.
You should not be debating in the first place whether or not your contrition is sufficient.
Rather you should be assured of this, that after all your efforts your contrition is not sufficient.
This is why you must cast yourself upon the grace of God, hear his sufficiently sure word in
the sacrament, accept it in free and joyful faith, and never doubt that you have come to grace
– not by your own merits or contrition but by his gracious and divine mercy, which promises,
offers, and grants you full and free forgiveness of sins in order that in the face of all the
(continued on page 2)
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Staying Safe,
Still Close
I am still around, although I have been in
lockup in the house. Coronavirus has changed
our daily schedule, even our day of worship.
So many restrictions, but all are necessary.
We wear facemasks, rubber gloves; wash
hands; avoid crowds, keep your distance or
better stay home. Because of my age and
being diabetic, I remain at home. My children
drop by and bring food, paper goods, etc.
My wife, Elisa, does her everyday cleaning,
plus her hobby of caring for our yard. This
month, a car came to the driveway, the driver
called her over and said, “You have the Yard of
the Month.” The East Lawndale Community
Club posted a sign in our yard. They asked if
they could take a picture of her by the sign.
She said, “No! No! Look at me,” no makeup,
sun hat, and my garden clothes. She ran to me
and she was very excited. I gave her a hug
and said, “Your hard work paid off.”
This prompted me outside to touch up the
figurines and plant vegetables. I thought about
“Tunney” Froehlich who spent hours on his
knees caring for his vegetable garden and
sharing it with me. I rush out every morning to
see how my garden is doing. Looks like I will
have tomatoes before cucumbers and onions.
Elisa spends time making facemasks, as are
some of the other ladies. She gives them
away. Children’s masks have comic heroes and
women’s have colored stones glued on. She is
so talented.
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Before I forget, hats off to the people who
work on the devotions and worship service
recordings. Pastor Gaub and Stephen
Hernandez are reaching out to a different
crowd. In my home we sing, listen, and pray
during these services. All morning on Sunday,
we hear the church in Pearland, Gethsemane,
and Trinity Lutheran Church. What a blessing!
However, the best is worshiping at Immanuel.

~Pastor Claudio Perez

Pentecost . . .
(continued from page 1)
assaults [anfechtung] of sin, conscience,
and the devil, you thus learn to glory
and trust not in yourself or your own
actions, but in the grace and mercy of
your dear Father in heaven... [L]et this
simple faith in the unmerited
forgiveness promised in the words of
Christ go before and remain in
command of the situation. From The
Sacrament of Penance (Luther’s Works,
Vol. 35, p 14) ©1960, 1999 Fortress
Press.
During these uncertain times, we do
have the certain Word of God in His
absolution. When He says your sins are
forgiven, they are forgiven! Nothing
uncertain about that!
Please be patient with us as we navigate
the new ways in which we conduct
services, administer the sacrament, and
navigate Bible Class and Sunday School.
Of course, if you have any questions or
suggestions, please be sure to let us
know!

~In Christ,
T Pastor Richard Gaub

Worship at Immanuel
Dear Members of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Your fellow members, the pastors, and the
staff of Immanuel Lutheran Church are
working hard to provide an environment that is
as safe as possible for us to worship together.
The pastors, elders, and altar guild are closely
following sanitation protocols when handling
the communion elements and vessels. We will
be aggressively cleaning the sanctuary after
each service. We ask you to follow these
directions as you are able:
1. Maintain social distancing between yourself
and others not in your personal family
group. As far as you are able, keep the
distance between you and others to 6 feet.
2. Do not enter taped off areas.
3. Follow the directions of pastors, elders, and
ushers before, during, and after the service.
4. Do not congregate in restrooms, in the
narthex, or in the entryways. We ask that
you go straight to the pew in which you will
sit.
5. You may leave your offering in the plates
available at the sanctuary doors on your
way in or out of church. We discourage you
from using the attendance cards.
6. Leave the building directly upon being
ushered out at the end of the service and
proceed to the parking lot.
7. Take with you the bulletins you have used.
Do not leave anything in the pew after the
service is over, especially tissues.
8. Refrain from posting information about our
services to social media (not everyone

agrees that we should be worshiping
together, although what we are doing is
well within the guidelines established by the
governor).
Please do not feel obligated to receive Holy
Communion. You are free to choose when and
under what conditions you would receive the
Body and Blood of Christ. It is for freedom that
Christ has set you free (Galatians 5:1).

~Ray Thomas, Chair, Board of Elders

I was glad when they said unto me,
Let us go into the house of
the Lord. (Psalm 122:1)
Although video
recordings of services
will no longer be
available online,
members can request a
copy of the audio recording of our in-person
services. CDs will be mailed or delivered along
with a copy of the printed service bulletin.
Also, during the summer, Pastor Gaub will be
available to provide in-home Communion to
homebound members by request.
Please call the church office (713) 864-2651 to
request a CD recording or in-home
Communion.
Thank you to the
Immanuel members for
all the prayers, kind
words and cards of well
wishes after my surgery.
All is going well and in
God's hands.

~love, Cathleen Chevallier
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Break the Fast,
Come to the Feast…
As we begin to work our way to restoring our
regular worship schedule, there are a range of
emotions we all feel. One that is prominent for
most is the joy of being able to once again
gather around the altar to receive the Holy
Sacrament. We are breaking the fast, joining
once again with the angels and archangels and
all the company of heaven. So, where does our
music play a role? Well, we have an array of
communion hymns that we all love and
cherish, but there is one that sadly isn’t very
well known.
Martin Franzmann was a prominent Lutheran
theologian in the twentieth century, he penned
the much beloved hymn “Thy Strong Word,”
and a few lesser known, including “O Kingly
Love That Faithfully,” which we will examine
here. The hymn is a beautiful painting of the
paradox we see as God gives His gifts to us,
the unworthy and undeserving sinners. The
hymn was published in Lutheran Worship in
1982, but sadly did not catch on, and thus did
not make the cut for Lutheran Service Book in
2006. Some may say it was its length, or the
that the hymn-tune is difficult to sing; but it
could very well be that we simply don’t like
what it says. The idea that our actions do not
merit this feast, and that we are the bad and
unworthy. Yet, this is precisely why the Divine
Service exists, that Christ might give to you his
lavish gifts. We are all prodigals, and the
Divine Service is the party for us prodigals
returning to our Father. Just as the father lifted
his garments exposing himself to run and greet
his son, (Luke 15:20) so your Savior is exposed
on the cross to pour out FOR YOU His most
precious gifts.
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I leave you with the text of this great hymn for
your meditation (see insert), and I bid you to
‘Come to the feast, the good and the bad.
Come and be glad! Greatest and least, come to
the feast!’ I look forward to seeing you all very
soon, gathered around Word and Sacrament,
and again filling our sanctuary with our voices
in praise to our Risen Christ.

~Peace be with you,
Stephen Hernandez

In May we celebrated Teacher Appreciation
Week. At Immanuel we have much to be
thankful for in our ECE program, including our
staff. This school year has been anything but
normal, and they have adjusted to all of our
licensing and schedule changes so well.
Although we’re servicing fewer children during
the pandemic, the staff have been keeping
very busy. In addition to providing quality child
care and cleaning more than we ever have
before, they have knocked quite a few things
off our ever present to do lists—cleaning out
cabinets and closets, pulling weeds, raking
playground mulch, rolling coins for chapel
offerings, you name it, they’ve probably done
it! They have made quite the difference around
campus.
If you see any of our ECE staff, please thank
them for all of their efforts!

~The School Board

Sunday School, The Social Distancing Way Continues
Keeping in touch, Sharing Jesus with the Children
During the month of May, our weekly
inspirational packages covered lessons on Noah’s
Ark. Each week covered how Noah trusted God
and did what he asked by building the ark. Before
the flood came, Noah filled the ark with his family
and two animals of every kind. Noah’s family was
spared and God’s promise to never flood the earth again continues to
show in the sign of a beautiful rainbow. Packages contained puzzles,
coloring pages of Noah, animals and the ark. Craft projects covered
making various rainbows to arks that float (above right).
May 12th was a special Sunday, Mother’s Day. The children’s packages included materials to make
special Mother’s Day cards (below right) along with a special Butterfly craft to be made as a gift.
Continue to send in pictures! Olive
and Wyatt sent in their picture
with their Easter craft. Great Job!

(left).
The lesson theme during the
Summer with be “Elements of
Faith”. You are all missed but until
we can safely get together, our prayer is that God will see us
through these times and that everyone stays well.

~Cathleen Chevallier, SS Supt.

Moving Forward during the Summer!
The SS Dept has decided to continue to reach out weekly to the
children through mailers and emails like we have done over the
last 11 weeks. We will continue to pray that between now and
the end of July, the situation will improve so that we may
safely get together again. We tentatively are looking to restart
Sunday School on campus August 2, 2020.
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ourselves entirely to God, offering Him our
whole lives. For our Savior did not give Himself
for us in part. So, we do not give back to Him
in part.

Focus on Stewardship
The sin of the world is paid for. God’s Law has
been kept perfectly on our behalf. The
prophecies have all been fulfilled. Jesus Christ
has finished it all! And that, dear Christians,
should fill us with complete confidence in our
salvation. Since Jesus has finished all these
things in His self-sacrifice, we can be fully
certain our sins are forgiven, and we have
everlasting life!
St. Paul wrote: “I appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
worship.” (Rom. 12:1)
We hear the same teaching in 1 Peter. “As you
come to him, a living stone, rejected by men
but in the sight of God chosen and precious,
you yourselves, like living stones, are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”

(1 Peter 2:4-5)
It’s the very thing Malachi foretold of the Lord,
that He would come and purify His priestly
people, that they may offer to Him an offering
in righteousness. (Mal. 3:3)
So, what does this mean? In view of God’s
mercies – that is, because Jesus sacrificed
Himself to make us pure, giving His entire self
into death – Paul said that we are to sacrifice
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We don’t offer ourselves to God just on Sunday
mornings or Wednesday evenings, for
example. Rather, we give Him our whole
selves, all the time. We understand that
offering ourselves to God as living sacrifices
involves the giving of our time. It requires us
to be faithful stewards of the time He has
given us. Yes, it means we devote to our
Savior all our time. Otherwise we are not
sacrificing our whole lives.
You see, God both teaches us, and has
graciously qualified us, to present ourselves to
Him as living sacrifices – to live as His holy
priests, who offer Him acceptable sacrifices
through Jesus Christ, all day, every day, in our
various callings.
In the passages from Romans and 1 Peter, we
hear several examples of Christian selfsacrifice: serving, teaching, encouraging,
giving, leading, showing mercy, living
peaceably with others, submitting to governing
authorities and those over us in the workplace,
wives submitting to husbands, husbands
honoring wives, showing compassion, and
suffering patiently in doing good.
In all these things, and in all our other
everyday activities, we sacrifice ourselves by
using our time, not just for our own benefit,
but also and especially for the well-being of
others. Work time, school time, exercise time,
study time, mealtime, chore time, recreation
and relaxation time, even sleep time – it’s all
God’s gift to us to use for purposes that please
and honor Him.

(continued on page 7)

Stewardship . . .
(continued from page 6)
This challenges us to think about the way we
spend our time, how we utilize our talents, and
the way we spend our treasures. Whatever it is
I’m doing, am I doing it “for the Lord”? (Col.
3:23) Am I presenting God a living sacrifice?
Am I conducting myself as a holy priest, whose
sacrifice is acceptable to God?
Because our Lord sacrificed Himself wholly for
us, we offer ourselves wholly to Him as living
sacrifices. This is following Jesus in selfsacrifice. By His saving mercy, yes, our
sacrifice is acceptable to God. For the sake of
Jesus’ finished work, God is pleased with us.

~submitted by Kathy Angst
[Stewardship newsletter insert for June 2020, from the
LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=
4VGaEVDW4ofaBntbUeASQ6O2sUCw5tpW]

Sunday morning adult
Bible class will resume
on June 21. We will
begin a study of the
Gospel of Matthew.
The Monday night Bible study
group will continue on hiatus
this summer and resume in
the fall (August/September).
Will also remain
on hiatus this
summer and
resume in the fall.

Newsletter Contributors
Editor: Barbara Szalkowski
Contributors: Kathy Angst, Cathleen
Chevallier, Karen Evans, Vivian Garcia,
Pastor Richard Gaub, Melissa & Steve
Hairgrove, Stephen Hernandez, Sandi
Hrozek, Winnie McNamara, Connie Meave,
Lauren Neu, Rev. Michael Newman, Pastor
Claudio Perez, Mike Rivera, Ray Thomas
Graphic Design: Matthew Szalkowski

Message from
Texas District
Thank you for your diligent, caring, and faithful
ministries. You have responded to the current
challenges with Gospel fervor and with
compassionate hearts. You are sharing the
Good News of our Savior’s love and
forgiveness with people far and wide and in
ways you may have never anticipated.
As the Scriptures declare, “Count it all joy
when you meet trials of various kinds, for you
know that the testing of your faith produces
endurance” (James 1:2–3). May you be given
staying power in God’s grace! My prayer is that
our risen Savior will equip you for your
continued ministry and that He will strengthen
you as you continue to shine the light of the
Gospel to your congregation and community.
Do your best to restore people’s sense of
safety as they gather together personally.
It is a joy to walk with you. I continue to lift up
prayers on your behalf.

Rev. Michael W. Newman
President Texas District, LCMS
[Excerpt from Texas District website
https://txlcms.org/covid-19-resource-page/]
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2019-2020
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Pre-Kindergarten 2019-2020
Graduation and Car Parade

Parade Grand Marshall

Immanuel alumni watching her
brother graduate!
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O Kingly Love, That Faithfully
O Kingly Love, that faithfully
Didst keep thine ancient promises,
Didst bid the bidden come to thee,
The people thou didst choose to bless,

Refrain:
This day we raise
Our song of praise ,
Adoring thee,
That in the days
When alien sound
Had all but drowned
Thine ancient, true, and constant melody,
Thy mighty hand did make

A trumpet none could silence or mistake;
Thy living breath did blow for all the world
to hear,
Living and clear
The feast is ready.
Come to the feast, The good and the bad.
Come and be glad!
Greatest and least, Come to the feast!

O lavish Love, that didst prepare
A table bounteous as thy heart,
That men might leave their puny care
And taste and see how good thou Art. Refrain
O seeking Love, thy hurrying feet
Go searching still to urge and call
The bad and good on ev'ry street
To fill thy boundless banquet hall. Refrain
O holy Love, thou canst not brook,
Man's cool and careless enmity;
O ruthless Love, thou wilt not look
On man robed in contempt of thee.

Final Refrain:
Thine echoes die;
Our deeds deny
Thy summoning:
Our darkling cry,Our meddling sound
Have all but drowned
That song that once made ev'ry echo ring.
Take up again, oh, take
The trumpet none can silence or mistake,

And blow once more for us and all the
world to hear,
Living and clear:
The feast is ready.
Come to the feast, The good and the bad.
Come and be glad!
Greatest and least, Come to the feast!
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Immanuel Lutheran Church - June 2020
Sunday

Monday

1
st

1 Day ECE
Summer
Program

8

7
Usher Team #1
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am

14

Confirmation

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

5

6

9

10

11

12

13

Council Meeting
@ 7:00 pm

15

16

17

18

19

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

Usher Team #2
Worship @9:00 am
w/Communion
Hymn Sing 10:30 am
Lunch-All Welcome
@Noon

21

Fathers’ Day

Usher Team #3
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am

28 Usher Team #4
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am
Voters’ Meeting
@ 11:35am

Immanuel Church - July 2020
Sunday

28

Monday

29

Tuesday

30

Wednesday

1

Thursday

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4
Offices Closed
ECE Closed
In observance of
July 4th

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

28

29

30

31

1

Usher Team #5
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am

12
Usher Team #1
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am

19
Usher Team #2
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am

26
Usher Team #3
Worship Service
w/Communion
@ 9:00 am
Bible class 10:30 am

Elder

Sunday
June 7
Steve H.

Sunday
June 14
Steve H.

Sunday
June 21
Steve H.

Sunday
June 28
Steve H.

Acolyte
Usher
Team
Media

Nikki B.
#1
Bill E.
Karen E.

Emily H.
#2
Larry G.
Barbara S.

Molly H.
#3
Lonnie A.
Melissa T.

Nikki B.
#4
John C.
Jackie A.

Audio

Gerald O.
Margaret B.
& Melissa T.

Ray T.
Margaret B.
& Melissa T.

Max B.
Margaret B.
& Melissa T.

Gerald O.
Margaret B.
& Melissa T.

Karen E.

Karen E.

Karen E.

Karen E.

Altar Guild
Trustee

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.

Elder

Sunday
July 5
Phil N.

Sunday
July 12
Phil N.

Sunday
July 19
Phil N.

Sunday
July 26
Phil N.

Acolyte
Usher
Team
Media

Emily H.
#5
Bill O.
Karen E.

Molly H.
#1
Bill E.
Barbara S.

Nikki B.
#2
Larry G.
Melissa T.

Emily H.
#3
Lonnie A.
Jackie A.

Audio

Ray T.
Maria O. &
Carolyn B.

Max B.
Maria O. &
Carolyn B.

Ray T.
Maria O. &
Carolyn B.

Gerald O.
Maria O. &
Carolyn B.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Mike R.

Altar Guild
Trustee

If you would like to fill in, trade, or substitute please contact the church office. Thank you.
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To the Family of:

Witness, Mercy, Life Together T
In Christ, for the Church and the World
Sunday, June 14
9:00 am
Hymn Sing
@10:30 am
All Member Lunch
12:00 Noon
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