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Dear Members of Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Grace, mercy, and peace are yours from God our Father, and our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
I write today from home, first and foremost, because we are are all staying
home these days because of the epidemic, and second, because I am currently battling a flu
bug. I am thankful to all of you who have reached out with words of encouragement and
concern, and for your prayers! I pray you are all well, and I pray we will all see each other
very soon as we gather in our Lord's house around His Word and Sacraments!
Please know that all services are cancelled for the time being. How long? We are not sure. In
the meantime, Stephen and I will record a service and post it to the Immanuel Facebook page.
We are also investigating other options for distributing the service recordings to those of you
who do not have access to Facebook.
In addition, I will be attempting to use the phone tree to send a short daily devotion to all our
members.
I leave you with these words from The Reporter article of March 26, 2020:
On March 13, in a pastoral message to the Synod, LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C.
Harrison said, “You all know Luther’s great Reformation hymn, ‘A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.’
It’s his hymn version of Psalm 46.
“But you may not know that it was written during the plague in Wittenberg in 1527. ‘A mighty
fortress is our God, A trusty shield and weapon; He helps us free from ev’ry need That hath us
now o’ertaken” (Lutheran Service Book 656:1).

(continued on page 2)
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Celebration of
Palm Sunday
and Easter
I love church celebrations! The two that come
up within two weeks are Palm Sunday and
Easter. I get excited much more by Palm
Sunday because I can imagine what took place
as the City of Jerusalem received their King.
The Jewish people were preparing for the
Passover, the remembrance of receiving their
freedom from Pharaoh, the Egyptian ruler.
Every Jew was commanded to observe
Passover every year, and so Jews from all
parts of the world celebrated freedom and
shared how God was still their God.
King David established his kingdom in
Jerusalem because it was seated on a high
valley in the middle of mountains, where
warring armies could be seen when
approaching the mountains. David’s son,
Solomon, had the beautiful Holy Temple built.
Our story of Palm Sunday begins at the
crossroads that leads to Bethpage and
Jerusalem. Jesus sends two of His disciples
into a small town. Upon entering they will see
a donkey tied with her colt. “Untie them and
bring them to me. If anyone asks what are you
doing, tell them The Master has need of them.”
The disciples bring the colt, lay their outer
coats on the animal and lead Jesus down the
mountain trail toward Jerusalem. The trail
leading to Jerusalem is full of travelers also
heading to Jerusalem.

(continued on page 3)
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Greetings . . .
(continued from page 1)
“Your times are in the hands of the Lord
(Ps. 31:15). Your days are numbered by Him
(Ps. 139). In fact, the very hairs of your head
are numbered (Luke 12:7). You have only the
resurrection to look forward to (John 11:25).
And you have the glorious apostolic promise:
‘All things work together for good, for those
who are called according to his purpose’
(Rom. 8:28).
“I plead your patience as we all struggle
through this, along with our nation and the
world. I do know this: that crosses always
drive people — including us — to Jesus. Count
on it. We’ll update you soon.
“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make His face shine upon you and be gracious
to you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon
you and give you His peace. Amen.”
Please call, email, or text me, or your elder, if
you are need of anything. Looking forward to
seeing you all very soon!

~Pastor Gaub
[For the full article and video, see
https://blogs.lcms.org/2020/a-message-from-lcmspresident-matthew-c-harrison-amid-the-coronaviruspandemic/ ]

Due to local guidance, all in-person
worship services and other
activities are cancelled until further
notice. Because of this, the
Calendar and Serving Schedules
are omitted from this issue.

Celebration . . .
(continued from page 2)
This is where the Holy Spirit plays its part. The
crowd ahead and those that follow begin to
sing. “Hosanna to the Son of David who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the
highest.” The singing catches on, everyone on
the trail sings to the Son of David who comes
in the name of the Lord. As the city wall comes
into view many cut palm branches and wave
them, some even lay their outer coats on the
path in front of Jesus. I picture all this in my
mind. The only time Jesus is given praise. Even
the small children in the temple sing to the
king, Jesus Christ.
Now let’s change the scene to Easter, the day
of Resurrection. On Easter morning, some
women were gathering to show their love for
Jesus by preparing His dead body with herbs
and perfume and wrap it up much better than
what the men did on Friday.
While they were preparing, there was an
earthquake, but they didn’t let it bother them
and went to the tomb. As they came near, they
saw the rock had been moved away. They
thought someone had stolen the body. The
women met an angel that told them Jesus had
risen. They ran back home and told the
disciples.
While the other women were telling the
disciples what they saw and heard, Mary
Magdalene was searching for the body. Jesus
appears but Mary does not recognize him.
Thinking this man is the caretaker of the
garden she asks, “Please tell me where He is.”
Jesus answers “Mary!” She recognizes the
voice. “Rabonni!” She is sent to tell the
disciples that He is risen.

Along come Peter and John to check out what
the women have said. They find the tomb
empty, except for the head dressing neatly
folded on the side. All the friends of Jesus
meet together and are excited and disturbed.
“Where is He?” He appears to them, they back
away from Him. Everyone is very afraid. He
shows His hands, His side, the wounds left
from the nails on the cross. Joy fills the room.
He disappears.
He walks along with two others as they leave
Jerusalem. They see this stranger on the same
road and invite Him to join them, but their sad
faces prompt Jesus to ask, “Why the sad
faces?” They are shocked. “Don’t you know
what happened in Jerusalem?” “What
happenings?” “Jesus, whom we thought to be
the Messiah, was put to death.” Jesus calls
them fools and reviews the Old Testament and
what the Prophets foretold. The two listen and
remember all that they had forgotten. Once
they reach their destination, they invite him for
dinner. As they sit at the table and are served,
the visitor begins the prayer. Their eyes are
opened, this is the Teacher! He walked with
us, spoke to us, and warmed our hearts. Let’s
return to Jerusalem and tell the others of His
visit. They find the room full of believers who
have seen Jesus alive. All this took place on
Easter morning.
How do we celebrate our Savior’s victory on
earth? He is our Champion. Invite relatives,
friends, and neighbors to share in our
celebrations of Palm Sunday and Easter. Find
ways to tell others of our Joy in being believers
of Him.

~Pastor Perez
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And there are those who think Christians
shouldn’t tithe because of fear. If they tithe,
they are afraid their gift will be misused, and
they are afraid they won’t have enough to get
the things they use, want, or need.

Focus on Stewardship
On the topic of stewardship, one of the most
common questions a person might ask is not
whether a Christian should give to their church.
Everyone knows this. Of course, Christians
should give to their church.
The most common question: “How much
should I give?” But what they really mean is
this: “Should Christians give a tithe of their
income to their local congregation?” So, let’s
look at why you should or should not tithe.
Following are some reasons often offered for
why Christians shouldn’t give a tithe to their
church.
Some say you shouldn’t tithe because it isn’t
expressly commanded in the New Testament.
Lacking that command, there is no “Thus saith
the Lord” and no “should” for giving a tithe to
your congregation.

Following are some reasons for why Christians
should give a tithe to their church.
Even though the New Testament doesn’t
specifically command Christians to give a tithe,
the Old Testament people were commanded to
tithe and did.

(continued on page 10)

Naomi Paper Goods
Drive Recap
The Naomi Willing Worker’s Group would like
to thank the congregation for making our
February paper goods collection a great
success. The Good Samaritan Group home at
Bethesda Lutheran Community in Cypress
really appreciate all we do for them throughout
the year. Thank you so very much!

Others say that Christians give to their
congregation in ways much broader than
money. They give of their time and their
talents, and these, together with treasures
(money), add up to more than a tithe.
Still others say they give of their treasures to
other things besides their congregation, and
they want to support those things alongside
their church.
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~Love and God’s Blessings to you,
~Naomi

100th Anniversary Luncheon
The Bell Tower
January 26, 2020
~photos by Laura Popiel Photography
layout by Winnie McNamara
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Sunday School

During March, both classes studied
“Creation”. The older children created
numerals showing the items that were
created. (above) The smaller children
learned Creation by the use of a felt
board and large blowup animals. The
new class has been well received and
enjoyed by parents and children. (right
and top right) PRAISE THE LORD!

On March 15, Sunday school was moved outside
to open air. We held our lesson in a picnic setting
and enjoyed in a little bubble blowing fellowship.
While outside, we had a father and son from the
neighborhood join us. They had come to play on
the playground. It was a joy to be able to have
visitors so unexpected. God is Good!
In these trying times, while Sunday school has
been cancelled, the SS department will stay in touch
with the children to help them stay focused on Jesus
and to let them know they are missed and loved.

The Joys of the New
“Little Lambs” SS Class

The “Little Lambs” class has
been focusing on Jesus’ Love.
Evie is giving hugs and kisses to
Jesus. Precious! (above)

“Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old,
he will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6
~Cathleen Chevallier, SS Supt.
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Stewardship . . .
(continued from page 4)
On top of this, St. Paul often describes the
giving Christians are to do in similar terms as a
tithe: a regular and generous proportion of the
first fruits of their income (1 Cor. 6:1–2;
2 Cor. 8:7–23; 2 Cor. 9:2–7).
But here’s another way to think about it. What
was the point of the tithe in the Old
Testament? Where did it go? The reason for
the Old Testament tithe was to support the full
ministry of the Levites. They were not given
any land because they had no time to farm;
their full-time job was the ministry.
What does it say in the New Testament? “The
Lord has commanded that those who preach
the Gospel should make their living from the
Gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14). This is the verse that
Luther put in the Small Catechism’s Table of
Duties to cover what Christians owe to the
support of the ministry.
It seems clear from both the Old and the New
Testaments that the tithe is the goal of
Christians in their giving. But what if we’re not
there yet? How should we handle this? What
are we to do?
Let’s answer this by asking a different question
about something entirely different. What would
you say to your adult children who only
attended church quarterly or once a month?
There, is after all, no passage in the New
Testament that requires Christians to go to
church weekly. Hebrews 10:25 is the closest
we have, and it states simply for Christians to
not neglect gathering together. Even though
there is no passage that commands Christians
to gather weekly, that is the implicit
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expectation throughout the Old and New
Testaments. It is the goal.
So, what would you say to that son or
daughter? I’d expect that conversation would
be something like this: “I’m glad you’re still
going to church. It is a wonderful blessing to
hear God’s promises of forgiveness, life, and
salvation, and to receive His gifts in the Word
and the Sacraments. But you can do better,
and it will only be a blessing to you. There is a
better way, and I’d really like you to try to
attain it.”
This same conversation is how we should
approach the topic of the tithe. It’s not
specifically commanded in the New Testament,
but it sure seems like the implicit expectation
of both the Old and New Testaments. So, the
church is ecstatic that you’re giving when
you’re giving in all these ways – time, talents,
and treasures.

~submitted by Kathy Angst
[Stewardship newsletter insert for April 2020, from the
LCMS website https://files.lcms.org/wl/?id=
pGz9FuEq3v01XbFSy86JVwF4GLSgUHZ2]
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AT IMMANUEL ECE?

National Day of Prayer
Thursday
May 7, 2020
Prayer Service 7:00 pm
Dinner preceding service @ 5:30 pm
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To the Family of:

Witness, Mercy, Life Together T
In Christ, for the Church and the World
“The Lord watch between
you and me, when we are
out of one another’s sight.”
(Genesis 31:49)
“I can do all things through
Him who strengthens me.”
(Philippians 4:13)
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